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Threat of cancer in Spurk examined 


Professors look into 
whether recent cases 
are product of aging 
NECC building 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


Faculty at Northern Essex have 
raised concerns regarding the possi- 
bility of cancerous substances in the 
History and Government wing of 
the Haverhill campus' Spurk 
Building, following the recently 
discovered trend of diagnosed can- 
cer cases in tenured professors at 
the college. 

“All of the guys in the history 
department except for the two most 
recent (hires) have been diagnosed 
with cancer,” said Peter Flynn, pro- 
fessor at Northern Essex and presi- 
dent of the NECC Professional 
Association, adding that instances 
of professors with brain tumors 
have also occurred “on the other 
side of the hall.” 

Dr. Stephen Russell, chair of the 
history and government department 
at Northern Essex, has taken on the 
task of gathering information per- 
taining to the number of past 
Northern Essex professors with 
cancer. He said that work on this 


issue has just started, and it could 
be some time before the college 
knows if cancerous substances are 
in fact a problem at the college or if 
the trend is just a case of nature tak- 
ing its course. 

“We have anecdotal evidence 
that a lot of people that have 
worked in the (Spurk) building over 
the years have been diagnosed with 
cancer,” said Russell, citing 10 cur- 
rently listed cases that include pre- 
sent and retired faculty. “We don't 
yet know if these numbers are 
abnormal... but at this point we're 
just asking people to remember 
names (of cases).” 

Arthur Barlas, a retired history 
and government professor at 
Northern Essex who is one of six 
men in the department diagnosed 
with prostate cancer, recently spoke 
out about the possible threat at a 
president's staff meeting. 

“I feel very strongly that an 
environmental investigation must 
be made given the seemingly higher 
cancer rate in that building over the 
years,” said Barlas. “I've been there 
for 20 years, and it seems to me 
there have been a higher number of 
incidents of cancer from people in 
that building, particularly faculty.” 

“Almost every full time faculty 
male who has worked (in that 
department) has gotten prostate 
cancer, including myself,” Barlas 


added. 

Flynn suggested, however, that 
the threat of cancer among tenured 
employees at Northern Essex could 
really just be a product of the epi- 
demiology of the situation, explain- 
ing that the various problems could 
be brought on by nothing more than 
natural causes relative to aging. 

Flynn also said that, more 
recently, professors at Bunker Hill 
Community College considered and 
researched the same threat, in the 
end finding that cases of cancer 
with their professors were most 
likely brought on naturally. Bearing 
this in mind, Flynn is skeptical that 
there is any threat, as is the admin- 
istration at Northern Essex. 

“They didn't seem that con- 
cerned,” said Flynn in reference to 
his bringing the concern to 
President Hartleb. “The president 
feels (the cases of cancer amongst 
current faculty) is not unusual for 
the age of the folks.” 

Barlas argued that even if the 
threat was unlikely, a test should 
still be conducted “to err on the side 
of caution.” 

“There's been people who have 
died, and people who haven't yet 
died,” said Barlas. “You can make 
arguments for or against it, but why 
not err on the side of safety and run 
a test?” 

These recently raised health 


concerns follow 
other concerns 
raised around the 
campus, includ- 
ing, Flynn said, 
“problems in the 
science building 
with ventilation, 
fans and pigeons 
in the ducts. I 
know there are 
problems _ there, 
and they have not 
been fixed.” 
According to 
Barlas, the 
process Russell, 
Flynn and others 
are going through 
currently involves 
obtaining a com- 
pleted list of fac- 
ulty working in 
the Spurk 
Building who 
have either died 
from some form 
of cancer or were 
recently diag- 
nosed with cancer 
and then confirm- 
ing the listed 
cases. After that, if the results sug- 
gest that there is a problem in the 
Spurk Building, the faculty will 
push for the administration, or the 
state, to conduct an investigation 


of at 


Prof. Arthur Barlas, now retired, is one 


least ten NECC professors 
diagnosed with some form of cancer. 


into the cause of the cancer. 

“At least we'd have the assur- 
ance that there's nothing in the 
building that is causing these cases 
of occurrences,” said Barlas. “It's a 
no-brainer here.” 


College offering new courses for spring 2007 


Modern Middle East 
courses offers insight 
into war with Iraq 


By JONI QUINN 
Features Editor 


The Department of History, 
Government, Philosophy and 
Economics is offering several new or 
seldom offered courses this spring, 
including Existentialism, Urban 
Geography, Modern China and 
Japan, Modern Middle East and a 
U.S. History II course. 

Existentialism, taught by profes- 
sor Meredith Gunning, is a course 
that delves into thinkers who offer a 
philosophical revolt against system 
building. Most existentialists claim 
that we live in a broken world that is 
either absurd or indifferent to our 
human longings for meaning. 
Existential thinkers resist simple 
answers to complex problems 
because they hold that such respons- 
es don't show the ambiguities of the 
human condition. Existentialism 
focuses on how individuals grapple 
with their feelings and thoughts in 


the context of an alienating world. 
“Meanings cannot be unearthed 
in some faraway heaven or in static 
propositions, but rather by the cry of 
the individual who forges her own 
values and purpose,” wrote Gunning 
about the course. “We are still free, 
even in an apparently demanding, all 
pervasive and demeaning global set- 
ting. Who are we 
going to sculpt 
ourselves as — a 
buffoon, hero, stu- 
dent? Or are we 


a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Urban Geography, taught by pro- 
fessor Richard Padova, explores the 
different aspects of how cities come 
to be, how they function and why 
they are important. Resources in the 
city of Haverhill, as well as various 
field trips, will be used as teaching 
aids. The course is offered Tuesdays 
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Il, communism in China, and how 
westerners come to be involved in 
the Far East. Professor Morin will 
actually be in Japan for a few weeks 
during the course, so some of the 
course will essentially originate in 
Japan. 

Modern Middle East, taught by 
professor Stephen Russell, is perfect 
for students that are 
concerned with 
what's going on in 
the Middle East 
today. 
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The course international focus 


will cover a vari- 
ety of thinkers, 
including 
Kierkegaard, 
Dostoevsky, 
Nietzsche, Rilke, 
Herman Hess, 
Kafka, Simone de Beauvoir, Gabriel 
Marquez, Sartre and Victor Frankl. 
Some of the excerpts will involve lit- 
erature; others are selections from 
philosophical texts. It is offered on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:45 


values and purpose. 


-Dr. Meredith Gunning, 
philosophy professor 


and Thursdays from 10:45 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 

Modern China and Japan is an 
online course taught by professor 
Gerry Morin. It will explore the Far 
East and issues involving World War 


that gives students 
an in-depth knowl- 
edge of the region 
that impacts our 
lives,” said Russell. 

The course will 
focus on questions 
about Iran, Iraq, Palestine and Islam 
and will discuss how the issues over 
there came to be. It is offered 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 10 to10:50 a.m. 

The U.S History II course, also 


taught by Russell, is a course that 
uses the city of Lawrence as a class- 
room. Students will take trips around 
the city to visit various industrial 
sites, such as the old mills, Essex 
Street and downtown, and be able to 
get up close to the dam to learn how 
and why it is important to the city. 
Students will compare the changes 
that have iaken place over the last 
150 years. Students will also get to 
visit the public library, the Lawrence 
History Center and the Lawrence 
Heritage State Park. 

“The premise is that anything 
that is important from 1865 and on is 
reflected in the city of Lawrence, so 
it becomes a kind of laboratory,” said 
Russell. “For those who are visual 
learners, this is a course for you.” 

The course also includes a pro- 
ject that asks students to choose a 
neighborhood and show how it has 
changed in the last 50 years using 
maps, pictures and other tools. It is 
offered on the Lawrence campus 
every Tuesday from 9:15 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 

For more information on any of 
the courses above, contact the stu- 
dent center on campus or the corre- 
sponding professor. 
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Saddam set to hang; 
is the world safer? 


On Nov. 5, Saddam Hussein, 
notorious dictator of Iraq until he was 
taken out of power around the time of 
Op. Iraqi Freedom, was sentenced to 
death for the killings of 148 Shiite vil- 
lagers back in 1982. But in a world 
where we are still regularly teased 
with the prospect that the same attacks 
could one day be repeated five years 
after terrorists not even tied to 
Hussein killed some 3,000 Americans 
with our own planes on our own soil, 
is the world really better off? 

More importantly, are we really 
better off? 

History is starting to show that the 
war in Iraq was a war begun without 
just cause. And even though we 
haven't come close to catching the 
leading culprit of the Sept. 11 attacks 
since they transpired that sunny 
Tuesday morning, we are now left 
with over 2,000 dead soldiers, dam- 
aged or destroyed diplomatic relations 
with countries around the entire 
world, an endless bill representing the 
cost of the war effort, and now, a man 
being hanged for atrocities committed 
two and a half decades ago in a coun- 
try that had little to no effect on us at 
the time. 

Again, are we really better off? 

According to an article by the 
Associated Press, just before the 


The award-winning 


announcement was made, a 24-hour 
curfew was imposed all across Iraq, 
but it didn't prevent the deaths of, as 
counted so far, 72 Iraqis by the next 
morning. Regardless, President Bush 
called the verdict “ta milestone in the 
Iraqi people's efforts to replace the 
rule of a tyrant rule with the rule of 
law.” 

Additionally, in Saddam's home- 
town of Tikrit, over 1,000 residents 
celebrated by breaking the curfew and 
walking the streets, defiantly holding 
up pictures of the past dictator and 
chanting, “by our souls, by our blood 
we sacrifice for you, Saddam.” 

It is also worth mentioning that 
the executions of Saddam and two of 
his co-defendants must be carried out 
within 30 days of the sentence, leav- 
ing no time for appeals and bringing 
the end of Saddam's life just in time 
for the holiday season. 

So, come Dec. 5, what could be 
the final day of Saddam's life, where 
will the war on terror be? And how 
much has the war on terror improved 
since we initially started hunting 
Osama bin Laden in the beginning of 
2002? We still don't have the highest 
man in al-Qaida in our custody, we 
hear about new threats against our 
safety almost monthly, and now we 
can't even bring a bottle of water from 
home on an airplane bound for 
Chicago. 

This calls for a celebration. 
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What do you think of the current 
state of the Spurk Building? 


Phyllis Descharnais, Sociology Prof 
“The building certainly hasn’t 
changed much in appearance. It could 
use some improvements.” 


Lisa Ross, Nursing 

“This building is so old school! 
Definitely not a state-of-the-art estab- 
lishment!” 


Courtney Keeler, Undeclared 

“I think it’s nice. It’s clean. It’s in 
good condition, even if it is a little 
outdated.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Dana Riviezza, Business 

“It’s in fair condition. I'm not here 
very often, so I don’t really have an 
opinion otherwise.” 


Chris Conwell, Business 

“It’s not too, too bad. I mean, it needs 
a paint job. Maybe do something with 
the concrete. Also, the doors could 
use some refurnishing.” 


Hashel Encarnacion, /I/ustration 
“The building needs more color. It’s 
very bland.” 
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Kerry can make 
some pretty dumb 


remarks too 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Contributing Reporter 


As we all know, the war in Iraq 
has lost us many lives over the past 
three and a half years. The television, 
radio, and the Internet have been suc- 
cessful in reporting 
us the news, which 
has at times been 


a 


PR ee erst 


supposed to be an apology turned out 
to be a cop-out. He said his comment 
wasn't a shot at the troops but an 
insult to the President and his failed 
security policy. He said, “I apologize 
to no one, I criticize Bush and his 
broken policy.” Then he went on to 
say that “Bush owes the troops the 
apology.” 

Wow, what a cop out. Kerry 
made a mistake and now instead of 
apologizing he reverses his statement 
into someone else. “The Republican 
party would rather talk about any- 
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th, insert 


foot 


going their way, but not anymore. 
Nobody from Kerry's party has even 
to come to his defense either. If any- 
thing, it bodes well for Hillary 
Clinton and her 2008 campaign. 
Kerry is no longer in the presidential 
running, and he has dropped all of his 
scheduled appearances. 

Back to the bigger picture, the 
Senator's comments definitely came 
out the wrong way. Some of the vet- 
erans have spoken out and feel that 
he is saying that you are stupid if you 
go into the military. These are people 
fighting a war for 
us. Period. They 
deserve respect. 


helming. 5 K yeter- 
ow Now its cam. If youmake the most of your education, 4"). 5" 
paign time, when and try to be smart, you can do well, Vietnam, but 
someone always reportedly threw 


says something stu- 
pid that they regret. 
John Kerry has 
thrown himself 
under the bus with 
his comments about schooling and 
our troops in the Iraq war, leaving 
conservatives to jump all over him. 
Kerry said, “If you make the most of 
your education, and try to be smart, 
you can do well, and if you don't, you 
get stuck in Iraq.” Later on what was 


and if you don’t, you get stuck in Iraq. 


— John Kerry 


thing than their failed security sys- 
tem.” Well, guess what, John? You 
just took the monkey off Bush's back 
for a little while. Of course they are 
going to jump on you for your 
remark! Now Bush can go on offense 
for once. The Democrats had things 


away all of his rib- 
bons after the war. 
In a way you have 
to feel bad for 
Kerry. Maybe his 
words didn't come out the way he 
wanted? Maybe he is starved for 
attention? Or maybe he wanted to 
bash Bush? Well he got our attention, 
and now he has to wait for the next 
bad remark from a candidate so his 
can be forgotten. 


Making connections at the holidays 


This holiday season, 
let the people you 


love know you care 


By KELSEY KANE 
Contributing Reporter 


With the holiday season right 
around the comer, peop!< begin to 
look forward to spending time with 
family and friends. To many, the hol- 
idays bring joy, laughter, good food, 
and good company, but to some who 
are less fortunate, the holidays bring 
depression and desperation. 

The holidays are not just about 
presents. It's a time to let the people 


around you know just how important 
they really are. With the hectic lives 
people live today, it's hard to know or 
even realize someone close to you 
could be depressed. It seems that 
around this time every year we lose 
another life, for no good reason. A 
few too many wonderful people 
come to my mind, as well as the 
mind of many others, whom we've 
lost to tragic situations. It's not 
always as easy as talking to someone 
to know something is wrong, but all 
we can do is try. Some may be very 
lucky to have their lives filled with 
family, friends and good fortune, but 
others may not. The holidays are 
considered a time to be together. For 
someone who may not have anyone, 
it's simply a sad reminder that they're 


It only takes 20 years for a liberal to become 
a conservative without changing a single 


idea. 


-- Robert Anton Wilson 


A liberal is a man too broadminded to take 
his own side in a quarrel. 
-- Robert Frost 


The radical of one century is the conserva- 
tive of the next. The radical invents the 
views. When he has worn them out, the con- 


servative adopts them. 


-- Mark Twain 


A liberal is a person whose interests aren't 


at stake at the moment. 
-- Willis Player 


alone. 

Now is a better time than ever to 
get closer to someone you may 
thought you already knew everything 
about, before its too late. As well as 
getting close and making the day of 
someone you may not know all too 
well. It feels good when people are 
told they are important to you; its 
something they may not hear very 
often. 

With the holidays approaching, I 
will make new memories with the 
ones I love, but also remember the 
wonderful memories I had with the 
ones I've lost. I have made a promise 
to myself, to think of the ones still 
with me, and do my best to make 
sure our memories continue on for- 
ever. 


Dear Editor, 


Many young community mem-: 


bers see community service hours as 
a trip to the dentist and back. They 
think, “Wait, if I'm not getting paid, 
why bother?” There were times when 
I had similar thoughts and wondered 
what I was doing to myself by sign- 
ing up for community service. When 
I was younger, I continuously would 
hear about youth volunteers, and 
continued to maintain an extreme 
interest in helping others, and wanti- 
ng to volunteer. 

About five years ago, I was final- 
ly old enough to become a volunteer 
at Anna Jacques Hospital in 
Newburyport. I was so excited. My 
interest was only stronger by the time 
I was 12 and old enough to volunteer. 
So I had received my mandatory 
tuberculosis shot to become a volun- 
teer, and also attended the volunteer 
training session. Yes, there is a train- 
ing session, and it is taken very seri- 
ously. 

On my first day as a volunteer, I 
was excited, yet a little nervous. I 
met Isaac, part of the security 
department, who took my picture, 
and produced my volunteer ID card. 
Emily then introduced me to Patty 
Lopez, a person who would soon 
become a really close acquaintance. 
Patty is the activities coordinator in 
the Sub-Acute unit. She is perfect for 
the job. The Sub-Acute unit is pri- 


oh 


Misquoted on DeSarro 


Dear Editor: 

The Observer has done a good 
job of covering Frank DeSarro’s 
case, and given the limitations on 
information legally and publicly 
available, that is not easy. However, 
in the current issue, Jessica DeMarco 
misquoted me in a way that unfortu- 
nately seriously alters my meaning. 
Here's my whole, corrected state- 
ment: “I see it [the settlement] as a 
vindication for Frank, but I also see 
how the administration will see it as 
a vindication.” 

I don't think, personally, that the 
administration is vindicated, but I 
understand that the settlement 
assigns no blame anywhere. I hope 


x 


those of us still working in the sys- 
tem will celebrate Frank's clean slate 
by some open and effective conver- 
sation about how student complaints 
are handled, about the enforcement 
of our written processes for handling 
grievances, about what seems to be 
the disappearance of our carefully 
wrought process for dealing with 
sexual harassment, and generally 
about how misbehavior anywhere in 
our community can be handled with 
more open due process for all con- 
cerned parties. 


Priscilla B. Bellairs 
Professor, Department of English 
and Foreign Languages 


Post-Election Day correction 


Dear Editor: 

I don't know that it will do much 
good to publish this letter, since by 
the time it makes it into print it will 
be too late to do any good. But I had 
to respond to the two front page sto- 
ries on the midterm elections in the 
October 25 issue. The last sentence 
in both stories gives the date of the 
election as Nov. 2. A short civics les- 
SOD} MIS) = Ile Order, | here:) = In 
Massachusetts, election day always 
falls on the first Tuesday of 
November. This applies to all final 
elections, be they national, state or 


local. (Primaries can happen in other 
months, but it's still always the first 
Tuesday.) So this year's final election 
is scheduled for Nov. 7. 

Voter turnout is low enough 
without newspapers giving the 
wrong date. I'm hoping that readers 
of the Observer did their homework 
and found the correct date, or that 
they have paid attention to the relent- 
less coverage in other news media. 


Kelly Sanborn 
Learning Accommodations Center 


Learning a foreign alphabet 


Dear Editor, 

I hope everything is going well 
with you. In response to Melody 
Martinez's excellent article concern- 
ing picking up a second language as a 
hobby, I thought you might want to 
know that I agree with Melody 
entirely. Having a second (or third, or 
fourth) language is a very handy 
thing to know. But what if you, like 
me, can't seem to get your tongue to 
wrap around another language? Your 
tongue gets thick so you can't seem to 
pronounce things right. I mean, some 
of us have a hard enough time speak- 
ing our own first language, so taking 


marily for elders, who are recovering 
from various types of surgery or ill- 
ness. It is an awesome floor to be on. 
I have met many caring and energetic 
people there who really do brighten 
up my day. 

Patty gave me a quick overview 
of the Sub-Acute unit. I met the won- 
derful nurses, who I have had great 
times with, and also met many of the 
patients. Of course, that was five 
years ago and those patients have 
been released. Patty gave me a run- 
through of what she did and who she 
helped, what her goals where, and 
really what she expected of me, 
which was, follow her. She was a 
great influence and mentor. 


On my return volunteer days I 


frequently visited Sub-Acute and 
continued working with the patients. 
Most patients were immobile so I 
helped them move, eat, talk, and 
keep company. I helped with physi- 
cal therapy and I had to take blood 
pressures. I have memorized the lay- 
out of the nospital from top to bot- 
tom, inside and out. | use that knowl- 
edge almost daily to help direct peo- 
ple visiting the hospital. Ask me any- 
thing, I know it. On some days it 
seemed I could meet a hundred peo- 
ple. Not just people, but caring peo- 
ple, especially from the staff. 

When I first began volunteering, 
Emily Wright (director of the volun- 
teer department.) had told me that 


on another language as a hobby could 
be difficult. I have an alternative that 
I have found that has worked for me. 
There is another side to languages 
that often gets overlooked. There's 
the written side. What I mean is 
alphabets. Not all languages have the 
familiar ABC's in them. I have found 
the world of alphabets a fascinating 
one to explore. There are so many 
different ones out there from 
Egyptian Hieroglyphics to the com- 
mon Greek alphabet; all you need to 
do is be on the lookout for them. 


Katie Harris 


Volunteering is a rewarding experience 


once I was old enough I could volun- 
teer in the emergency room. At first I 
was very excited, but the more time I 
spent there the more I realized the 
emergency room was not for me. It is 
a very stressful place to work. So my 
volunteer time in the emergency 
room was short lived. As soon as I 
became familiar with one section of 
the hospital, Emily began rotating me 
through other areas in the Anna 
Jacques. Then came the information 
desk. 

The information desk, along with 
the switch board is where visitors! get 
directions to places like the X-ray 
section, the cafeteria, or other areas 
of the hospital. It is also where many 
visitors stop to find room numbers of 
patients in the hospital. It's the hospi- 
tal's center for directions, informa- 
tion, and help when it is needed. My 
grandmother has been volunteering 
at Anna Jacques since she retired 
after 40 years of teaching. So I 
worked to understand all the different 
aspects of hospital life. 

I never thought of volunteering 
with a negative connotation, but I did 
not realize how much it could possi- 
bly impact my life. It really truly 
changed me. Putting a smile on 
someone's face is worth a lifetime, 
and I look forward .to having more 
great experiences at Anna Jacques. 

Yours truly, 

Alexandra Leone 
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Five ways to keep 
your family at bay 
during the holidays 


How to keep the most 
wonderful time of the 
year from becoming 
the worst 


By MEGAN ROBITAILLE 
Contributing Reporter 


With the end of October at our 
feet, something far scarier than any 
Halloween hijinks is headed our way. 
You can deny it all you want but the 
sad truth is: THEY'RE COMING! 
The holidays are coming whether we 
want them to or not, and in no time at 
all, relatives that we spend most of 
the year attempting to forget will be 
infiltrating our houses and our every- 
day lives. From unwanted family 
updates to inedible holiday desserts, 
they have ways of getting to us. And 
for those who haven't taken their 
“happy pills” lately, facing family 
can be a source of unparalleled hor- 
ror. Therefore, I present to you this 
helpful list of ways to avoid your 
crazy clan with tongue planted firm- 
ly in cheek. 


1. Be a Drunk: Carry an alco- 
holic beverage with you at all times. 
Slur your words and insult annoying 
relatives to their faces. Said family 
will come to the obvious conclusion 
that their dear sweet cousin-nephew- 
great-grand-stepsister has simply had 
a bit too much to drink and is best 
avoided until they sober up. 

2. Be a Chef: Holiday cooking 
will keep exposure to your family at 
a minimum, as nobody wants to be 
stuck in a sweltering kitchen when 
they could be drilling others for per- 
sonal information or “accidentally” 
breaking your good knick-knacks. 

3. Be a Buddy: There will 
always be more than one person who 
wishes to avoid the nagging in-laws 
or the aunt who never stops talking. 
Form an anti-social family members! 
alliance with this person, and when 
approached by someone you do not 
wish to speak with, immediately 
engage your “buddy” in vastly 
important conversation, driving the 
insipid cousin or cranky aunt away. 

4. Be a Pig: It will be impossible 
to participate in conversation if your 
mouth is continually being used to 
ingest fattening holiday treats. Keep 
a plate of food by you at all times and 


whenever approached, take a large 
bite of something that will require a 
lengthy amount of chewing. (Notice 
this is nearly identical to the "Be a 
Drunk" scenario, but with no ID 
required.) 

5. Flat-Out Hide: When all else 
fails and you are surrounded by those 
of an unappealing nature, blend into 
your surroundings. Wear festive col- 
ors and stand behind or hide beneath 
the holiday centerpiece. This is not a 
fool-proof method by any means, but 
given the choice between hiding 
under the dining room table and con- 
versing with the family dog, or let- 
ting your crazy uncle chase you 
around the house attempting (and 
failing) to play the harmonica whilst 
simultaneously insisting you guess 
the value (or lack thereof) of his 
antique portrait of Abraham Lincoln, 
chatting with Spunky is a vastly 
more attractive option. 

So for those of you who've 
already got a case of the holiday 
blues brewing, please do not hesitate 
to utilize any of the aforementioned 
escape plans. They have been subject 
to extensive testing and do work 
when executed properly. 

Good luck and beware! 


Roe versus Wade 


Pros and cons of the 
Judicial and 
legislative systems 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Contributing Reporter 


In 1969, Norma McCorvey, 
under the pseudonym “Jane Roe,” 
challenged the criminal abortion laws 
in Texas. Texas forbade abortion, 
declaring it as “unconstitutional,” 
except in medical emergencies were 
the mother's life was in danger. 
Norma went to court, but the case 
was rejected and ultimately she gave 
birth. She later appealed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, and the ruling went 
in her favor. By fighting to make 
abortion legal in Texas, Norma ulti- 
mately won the battle, but not the 
war. She followed the legal route via 
the court system and fully exploited 
the doctrine of judicial review. 

In the process, howevver, the 
Supreme Court took it upon itself in 
1973 to legalize abortion in the 
United States as a whole, and in 
doing so, making law instead of 
interpreting it. Essentially Norma 
McCorvey and the nation would have 
been better served by going through 
the legislative process. Besides, 
before Roe vs. Wade, the legality of 
abortion solely rested with state leg- 
islatures. 

The legal route that Norma took 
offered her and possibly others like 
her a chance to be heard by the whole 
country. The legal route was also 
probably more expeditious than the 
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political route. Also, with the amount 
of publicity generated, there was a 
possibility that it would in turn illicit 
sympathy and maybe public outcry. It 
would have also been easier for the 
court system to find a loophole in the 
law than for the legislature to make a 
law that would favor Norma 
McCorvey. On the other hand, the 
legal route offers fewer options once 
embarked upon. Any ruling offered 
by the court system for or against 
abortion would be earmarked to cre- 
ate controversy with different groups 
nationwide. 

The political/legislative route 
that she did not take might have cre- 
ated a new law, after taking into con- 
sideration the will of the people. This 
would have served a much greater 
purpose. It would have also eliminat- 
ed the need for the Supreme Court to 
make laws instead of interpreting 
them. Her opponents also had a better 
chance with the judicial process after 
winning the first court case they did 
not anticipate losing, or the ruling 
that was passed by the justices. 
Society would have benefit from the 
legislative itinerary as a reflection of 
the majority. It would bave triggered 
nationwide debate on the issue, and 
individuals would have petitioned 
state representatives and basically 
used the egalitarian process to come 
to a sort of compromise. 

However, society was and is still 
so greatly divided on this issue, it 
would probably take too long to 
reach any sort of accord. The ruling 
in the end only satisfied pro-choice 
advocates or the so-called “secular 
progressives” and offended the neo- 
cons and religious groups. 
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Canned & Dry 
. Goods needed for 


/ 


GSA drive 


NECC’s Gay Straight 
Alliance is sponsoring a can 
and food drive on the 
Haverhill campus during the 
week of November 6th. 
Donations of canned and 
dry goods can be placed in 
the appropriately labeled 
boxes located at four cam- 
pus locations next week: 
outside the Security Office 
in the lobby of Spurk, out- 
side C314B, at the circula- 
tion area of the Bentley 
Library and outside the 
Student Activities Office in 
the Fitness Center. In addi- 
tion, boxes will be available 
outside the Top Notch 
Theatre at all performances 
of Olympus on my Mind, 
this weekend and next. 

The GSA is also selling 
Ally buttons for $.50 each. 
If you would like one (or 
more) please see Sandra or 
Cj in C314B or e-mail the 
club at 
gsa@student.necc.mass.edu 


Lifelong Learners 
host afternoon with 
Barbara Skofield 


NECC Life Long 
Learners Look Forward to 
Afternoon of Song. 

Barbara Skofield, 
accompanied by a group of 
Haverhill area seniors, will 
entertain the Northern Essex 
Community College Life 
Long Learners with an after- 
noon of song on Thursday, 
November 9 at 2pm ‘The 
program will be held in 
room 103A in _ the 
Technology Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 
Admission is $1. 

Solos, duets and a cho- 
rus will be featured as well 
as a sing-along. 

Life Long Learning at 
Northern Essex Community 
College is a program of lec- 
tures, study groups, and 
trips designed for older 
adults but open to all inter- 
ested individuals. 

For additional informa- 
tion or to receive a free cal- 
endar of upcoming events, 
contact Charlene Boucher, 
Life Long Learning 
Program coordinator, at 
978-556-3825 or cbouch- 
er@necc.mass.edu 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


iat 


Club hosts Halloween Extravaganza 


The Sports & Fitness 
Center host to ghouls, 
tricks and treats 


By ANDREA PARASCO 
Contributing Reporter 


On Monday, Oct. 30, the out- 
side of the Sports & Fitness 
Center looked like it did any other 
day, but inside it was a different 
story. 

Students who dared to enter 
the “haunted lobby” were asked 
to show their student ID, and if 
they didn't have one, they were 


asked for $1. Students then 
received a card in which they 
needed to be stamped at the vari- 
ous stations. They were also 
given one token, so they could 
only go to each table once. 
Students began their rounds at 
any table — some might have 
started at the caramel apple bar, 
or at the candy bar meltdown. 
People enjoyed making the 
Halloween crafts, while others 
liked eating the food. Sitting on 
bloody table clothes, there was 
“frightful food.” There were 
things like brain mold, sea mon- 
ster sandwiches, rotten apple 
punch, green slime dip, vicious 
veggies, bloody stumps and much 


day of the Halloween Extravaganza. 


New Wind Club to 
hold food drive 


This November, you can do 
something to help those who are 
in need of food and other ameni- 
ties. The New Wind Club, a 
newly established group created 
by Professors Meredith Gunning 
and Kathy Moyes, along with 
Club President Lucy Baldwin, 
will be sponsoring a food drive 
here at Northern Essex to support 
the Emmaus House. 

The club was organized to 
provide students with an opportu- 
nity to carry out projects around 
social and environmental issues. 
The New Wind Club also strives 
to educate students about the 
issues that affect their communi- 


The club will be having its 
food drive Monday, Nov. 13, 
through Monday, Nov. 20. 
Donations can be dropped off in 
boxes that will be located in the 
lobby of the C Building. There 
will be members of the New 
Wind Club present to answer any 
questions between 9:45 a.m. and 
1 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday. There will also be volun- 
teers present in the evening 
between 5:45 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
in the same location. 

The food drive will benefit the 


families of Emmaus House, a 
family emergency shelter located 
in Haverhill. Emmaus House 
serves up to 15 families at one 
time, with an average stay of 
about eight months. Most fami- 
lies find permanent housing with- 
in one year. 

Emmaus House has shown 
specific interest in canned and 
non-perishable foods, diapers, 
“Goya” brand products and sea- 
sonings, hygiene products, over- 
the-counter medications, Band- 
Aids, cleaning supplies and bey- 
erages, as well as gift certificates 
of any amount to supermarkets 
such as Market Basket or Stop & 
Shop. You may also refer to the 
wish list on-line at 
www.emmausine.org. And of 
course, any monetary donation at 
all would be very much appreciat- 
ed. 

In this upcoming holiday sea- 
son, it is important to remember 
those who need our support. A 
small donation could go a long 
way in making someone’s 
Thanksgiving one to remember. 
If you have any questions or con- 
cerns, you can contact Drew 
Eramo, club vice president, at 
dreweramo@yahoo.com. 


Bein DeMarco photo 
The Sport & Fitness Center was decked out in festive array on the 


more. 

There were games like light- 
ning reaction, candy corn guess, 
and pool. There were three other 
“ghoulish games” that were 
orchestrated by a_ barefooted 
sumo wrestler, Bruce Potter, who 
works for Student Activities, and 
by a hero sandwich, Maureen 
Saliba, assistant athletic coordi- 
nator. 

The first of the “ghoulish 
games” was the “Ghost Catch” in 
which competitors had to catch 
marshmallows in their mouths. 

The second game, “Traveling 
Through The Time Tunnel,” got 
very competitive. Three teams of 
ten players each held hands and 
maneuvered a hula 
hoop through their 
entire body, down 
the line, without 
' letting go of each 

_others hands 

“Ready, on 
your mark, get set, 
go,” said the hero 
S) alae svi de Gublies 
“Monster Mash” 
was playing in the 
background as 
each team began to 
cheer and chant for 
each other. 


*, 


“Faster, faster, 
don't break her 
hand,” said the 


sumo wrestler as 
the game began to 
get intense. Some 
got a little more 
excited than oth- 
ers. Some people 
started jumping up 
and down, swear- 
ing, and shouting. 
When one of the 
teams won, some- 
body even did the 
moon walk. 

All the winners 


of the event picked a prize. Prizes 
were all related to Halloween and 
were things like candles, candle 
holders and candy dishes. 

“T finally won something, I'm 
graduating in May and I finally 
won something,” said student 
Teresa Perkins. “Maybe it's a 
good omen, who knows.” 

“Costume contest — goin' 
once, goin' twice,” said the sumo 
wrestler. 


After the deliberation of three 
student judges, they had the win- 
ners. The cutest was a baby, most 
creative was a lady in a red dress, 
the funniest was a girl with wings 
and a mask, and the scariest went 
to a girl in a black top hat and a 
black dress. 

The faculty also had a cos- 
tume contest. They had only one 
winner, and the winner was a 
hero: Saliba the hero sandwich. 

The final game was “Running 
Through the Graveyard.” The 
sumo wrestler was looking for 
four groups of three, but he didn't 
have enough volunteers, so he 
gently forced people to partici- 
pate. Two teams went at a time, 
one person stepping in a bucket 
with one foot, while two team- 
mates moved the previously 
stepped-in buckets. 

“They're kicking your butt, 
they’re cookin’ faster, faster,” said 
the sumo wrestler as one team 
finished. The sumo wrestler 
encouraged the other team to fin- 
ish. “We have prizes for the run- 
ners up, if you finish. Winners get 
to pick first, losers get the lett 
overs.” 

Overall the Halloween 
Extravaganza, sponsored by the 
Student Activities and 
Orientation Department was, as 
the barefooted sumo wrestler 
Bruce Potter put it: “spooktacu- 
lar!” 


Transfer day to be 
held on both 
Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses 


Both the Lawrence and 
Haverhill Northern Essex cam- 
puses will be hosting transfer days 
free for students and the general 
public. Public and private colleges 
and universities will be present. In 
Lawrence, the event will be held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 15 from 10 
a.m. — | p.m. in the Atrium, and 
15 schools will be represented. 
Haverhill's event will feature 50 
schools, and will take place on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the Technology 
Center. 

Northern Essex students as 
well as others from the communi- 
ty who are interested in transfer- 
ring are invited to attend. The col- 
leges include both public and pri- 
vate institutions located in 
Massachusetts, Maine, and New 
Hampshire. 

“We're very pleased with the 


number of colleges that are partic- 
ipating this year,” says Grace 
Dimmick, associate dean of acad- 
emic advising. “Colleges are 
interested in recruiting our stu- 
dents since they know they are 
well prepared and likely to suc- 
ceed at the four-year institution.” 

All Massachusetts state col- 
leges and universities will be on 
hand to recruit students from the 
joint admissions program, which 
provides Northern Essex gradu- 
ates guaranteed admission to most 
Massachusetts state colleges and 
UMASS. Some prestigious four- 
year private colleges will also be 
represented including Tufts 
University, Smith College, and 
Amherst College. 

For more information, please 
contact the Academic Advising 
Center, 978 556-3440 (Haverhill) 
or 978 738-7423 (Lawrence). 
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Community College 
president placed on 
leave for fraud 


investigation 
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) — 
Interim two-year college 


Chancellor Thomas Corts has 
placed Shelton State Community 
College President Rick Rogers on 
paid administrative leave amid a 
fraud investigation. 

Corts said Rogers will continue 
to receive his $135,000 salary, but 
Corts said Friday he decided to 
place him on leave during the ongo- 
ing investigation of allegations that 
Rogers received money from a 
fraud scheme. 

Corts notified the state school 
board of his decision. 

The allegations against Rogers 
surfaced after Robert Nix, former 
Alabama Fire College board mem- 
ber, agreed to plead guilty to feder- 
al charges of money laundering, 
wire fraud and theft from a govern- 
ment agency. 

A former deputy director of the 
Fire College, which is based at 
Shelton State in Tuscaloosa, Nix 
resigned Monday from his _part- 
time job at Shelton. 

In his plea agreement, Nix, 67, 
said the president of Shelton State 
received $11,000 worth of furniture 
for his home and $14,000 to pay a 
personal cell phone bill from 
money Nix doled out from the 
Alabama Fire College Foundation. 


Senator Obama 
regrets financial 
arrangements 


CHICAGO (AP)- Responding 
to a newspaper report, Sen. Barack 
Obama said Saturday that arrange- 
ments he had with a_ political 
fundraiser accused of shaking 
down companies might have raised 
the appearance of impropriety. 

Antoin “Tony” Rezko, whom 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich has 
described as a friend and a 
fundraiser, has pleaded not guilty 
to charges that he plotted to 
squeeze millions of dollars in kick- 
backs out of investment firms seek- 
ing state business. He also has 
pleaded not guilty to obtaining a 
$10.5 million loan from General 
Electric Capital Corp. through 
fraud and swindling a group of 
investors. 

Obama and his wife closed on 
a $1.65 million home last year in 
Chicago; the same day, Rezko's 
wife closed on a $625,000 lot next 
door, the Chicago Tribune reported 
Wednesday. 

Both lots were once part of the 
same estate but were listed for sale 
separately. A city ordinance 
required Rezko to fence the divid- 
ing line. 

Obama paid Rezko $104,500 
in January for part of the lot, to cre- 
ate more space between his house 
and the fence. Obama has said the 
arrangements were ethical and 


proper. 
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Starbucks coffee shop to 
open near Haverhill center 


Mayor of Haverhill 
releases information 
on upcoming arrivals 


By AMANDA SCANLON 
Contributing Reporter 


Starbucks fanatics who are tired 
of driving to the Loop or other loca- 
tions to purchase their favorite cof- 
fee soon won’t have to. The city of 
Haverhill recently announced the 
opening of its first Starbucks coffee 
shop. 

The new 
Starbucks will be 
located at the inter- 
section of Main 
and Rosemont 
Streets. Some may 
remember the 
Mobil Station that 


was previously 
there, heading 
toward Plaistow, 
N.H. 


Local residents 
are excited and 
very anxious for 
these new additions to the city. 

“IT can’t wait for the new 
Starbucks to open. I hate having to 
drive to Andover for a good espres- 
so,” said Anthony DeVito, 23, of 
Haverhill. 

Mayor 


James Fiorentini is 


excited about bringing retail back in 
the city. 

“Starbucks will add an addi- 
tional $10,000 in tax revenues, 
approximately $10,000 in one time 
permit fees and 10 new jobs,” he 
said, adding, “You'll soon see that 
Haverhill means business.” 

Not everyone sees what the big 
deal is. 
Haverhill said, “Starbucks is over- 
rated. I prefer Dunkin’ Donuts any- 
way.” 

Speaking of Dunkin’ Donuts, 
will Starbucks be competition to 
those stores located along the Route 


cain to i oo 


I can’t wait for the new Starbucks to 
open. I hate to drive to Andover for a 
good espresso. 
-Anthony DeVito 
Resident of Haverhill 


125 area? Local managers are eager 
to see how a new Starbucks will do, 
hoping their Dunkin’ Donuts won’t 
take the plunge. 

Each week, the office of Mayor 
James Fiorentini releases a newslet- 
ter informing the people of new and 


Rebecca Gounaris of 


upcoming events. 

“There is so much to do in 
Haverhill,” says Fiorentini in the 
newsletter. “Haverhill is moving 
forward and expe- 
riencing a renais- 
sance. It's easy to 
understand why 
Haverhill was 
voted the top city 
to live in the 
Northeast by 
Money Magazine 
in 1995, and why 
the Boston Globe 
called Haverhill 
‘the picture of 
progress’ in 
2006.” 

Haverhill will also soon be wel- 
coming a BJ's Wholesale Club and 
a Lowe’s Home Improvement store 
on Ward Hill, located in the 
Bradford area off Route 495. To see 
what else is going on in the city, 
visit www.ci.haverhill.ma.edu. 
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Shiites rejoice as 
Hussein sentenced 
to execution 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) 
Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi 
Shiites poured into the streets of 
the capital to rejoice at the death 
sentence for Saddam Hussein, but 
the former dictator's fellow Sunnis 
paraded through his hometown 
chanting, “We will avenge you 
Saddam.” 

Both Saddam and the Shiite 
prime minister who has sought his 
execution called on their country- 
men on Sunday to end the sectari- 
an violence that has pushed Iraq to 
the brink of civil war, but the stark- 
ly differing reactions to the verdict 
and sentence throughout the coun- 
try — though largely peaceful on 
Sunday — stoked fears that worse 
was to come. 

In Sadr City, the Shiite strong- 
hold of northeast Baghdad, youths 
took to the streets dancing and 
singing, despite a curfew declared 
for Sunday over the most restive 
parts of the country. 

“Execute Saddam,” they 
chanted. Many carried posters of 
Mugtada al-Sadr, the radical anti- 
American cleric whose Mahdi 
Army militia effectively runs the 
district. 

“This is an unprecedented feel- 
ing of happiness,” said 35-year-old 
Abu Sinan. 


Egyptian police arrest 
30 members of 
outlawed group 


Egyptian police arrested 30 
members of the outlawed Muslim 
Brotherhood on Sunday, police 
said. 

A police official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to speak to the 
media, said most of the detainees 
were students of Helwan 
University who were arrested for 
alleged illegal activities. 

The Muslim Brotherhood's 
Web site said many of the 
detainees were Brotherhood candi- 
dates running in student elections 
at the university, which is located 
on the outskirts of Cairo. 

“A huge police force surround- 
ed and stormed the houses of the 
students in the early hours of the 
day and turned the area into a bat- 
tleground,” said the group on its 
Web site. 

The police official said books 
and pamphlets propagating the 
Brotherhood's ideas were confis- 
cated from inside the students’ 
homes. 

Abdel-Moneim Abdel- 
Maksoud, a lawyer for the group, 
said the arrests, which also includ- 
ed some Brotherhood activists 
workers, were aimed at discourag- 
ing the students and the workers 
from actively taking part in the 
trade unions and students elections. 
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Make your workout convenient 


Fitness Center also 
offers activities, 
sports and games 


By CHRISTINA BONGIORNI 
Contributing Reporter 


We all need to exercise, right? It 
is hard to find the time or, more 
importantly, the place. NECC has 
made it possible, even convenient, 
for any student here at school. It all 
can be done in the Sport and Fitness 
Center, located in the D Building, 
open Monday through Friday, 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. - 

This center is usually a “happen- 
ing” place on campus. There is a 
great deal of recreational use for 
NECC students. Often, a total of 50 
to 60 students use the gym through 
intramurals. 

Sue MacAvoy, athletic coordina- 
tor, commends the equipment in this 
center. She says, “Some is very mod- 


erm, some has been here since the 
building was built.” 

Like the equipment, the pool 
tables are open for use. 

NECC's real motive in offering 
these facilities is more than just for 
our health. MacAvoy feels the need 
to “give students another perspective 
on education.” 

As a community college, there 
needs to be something that brings 
students together. MacAvoy truly 
tries to “allow students to experience 
a college life” through this recre- 
ational/physical aspect of their edu- 
cation. 

Many NECC students use these 
facilities, such as _ Brigette 
McCracken. She usually heads over 
to the D Building sometime in the 
afternoon. While not participating in 
any activities or sports, she likes 
using all the machines and equip- 
ment. The way McCracken see it, it 
is “decent for something you're get- 
ting for free.” 

In addition to something for your 


Christian Club 
a source of 
inspiration 


Club offers Bible 
study and discussion 
on campus 


By ANGELA VOULGARIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Why does God allow pain and 
suffering? As I sat in the Christian 
Club meeting, held on Wednesdays 
at 12 pm in room C-305, this ques- 


to faith... can easily get very con- 
fused.” She needed to find other 
Christian students. Groder says, 
“Here I feel at home. This commu- 
nity college gives my testimony 
potential to present Christ.” 

Topics such as the Holy Spirit, 
speaking in tongues, musical 
hymns and ways of praising God 
were covered. 

As the meeting came to a con- 
clusion, member Laura 
Mwaipungu closed with a prayer 
for those in need and a brief 


er eer ot 6 


Here I feel at home. This community 
college gives my testimony potential to 


present Christ. 


- Heather Groder 


tion opened up discussion. As .the 
meeting commenced, member 
Winston Fernandes paused for a 
prayer and a brief moment of 
silence. 

The purpose of these meetings 
is to discuss openly questions 
about God. Similar to a Bible 
study, the Christian Club is open to 
anyone interested. They read and 
cover certain topics and verses 
from the Bible. This week they dis- 
cussed passages from the book of 
Acts. 

Member Heather Groder finds 
the Christian Club to be very 
inspiring. Regarding being in soci- 
ety today, Heather says, “As a 
Christian it can be very detrimental 


moment of silence. 

In the Christian Club there may 
be many controversial subjects 
brought up. The club makes an 
effort to educate themselves with 
an understanding of Biblical terms. 
They also find it pertinent to be 
informed on the content of pas- 
sages discussed. If there are any 
questions posed, they strive to be 
prepared to answer or distinguish 
what is trying to be said. 

The Christian Club tries to 
make the Bible interesting and also 
to find humor in certain areas 
where most would overlook unless 
pointed out. 

The club is also eager to learn 
about traditions practiced in differ- 
ent churches. 


health, it also brings classmates 
together. McCracken says she has 
made a couple of friends there. She 
says that it makes “people feel like 
they belong.” 

NECC's Campus _ Recreation 
even offers numerous competitive 
and noncompetitive activities, sports 
and games. They hold all types of 
games — floor hockey, flag football, 
indoor soccer, co-ed volleyball and 
basketball shooting contests. Then, 
for those that aren't competitive, 
NECC has other activities, such as 
hiking, rock climbing, aerobic class- 
es, bowling and ping-pong. Almost 
any recreation-searching student will 
find something of interest. 

This center can be in an advan- 
tage to any NECC student. There is 
thankfully no charge, thanks to the 
student activity department. 
However, in order to participate in 
any group activities, there is a small 
fee, ranging from $9 to $12. 

NECC is always on top of cam- 
pus safety, especially in their fitness 


center. As a way of preventing any 
injuries they would be held liable for, 
regular meetings are held to discuss 
the prevention of injuries. Once a 
month, school administrators that 
head this gym hold a meeting, work- 
ing to prevent accidents and take pre- 
cautions for their students. 

Along with Page Waehner, per- 
sonal trainer through the Chicago 
area and PlusOneActive.com, NECC 
supports physical exercise. Waehner 
sees America's problem of lack of 
activity. By simply adding movement 
to our lives, we can reduce the risk of 
heart disease and diabetes, relieve 
stress, boosts self-esteem and main- 
tain our weight. 

After looking at other gyms 
around here, the convenience of the 
Fitness Center becomes obvious. 
Cedardale Health and Fitness, on 
Boston Road in Haverhill, offers 
group exercise classes, a fitness cen- 
ter, basketball courts, racquetball 
courts, indoor tennis courts and an 
indoor track. This whole package 


starts with a fitness assessment cost- 
ing $65. There is also a World Gym 
Fitness Center on Water Street in 
Haverhill that offers cardio workouts 
such as aerobics, yoga, weights, 
treadmills and spinning. Their club 
membership amounts to $450 per 
year. In addition, there is Gold's Gym 
Elite Fitness on Feny Street in 
Haverhill, which has been around for 
four decades. This gym offers cardio 
equipment, personal training, basket- 
ball, group exercise, a pool, strength 
training, yoga and a nutrition center. 
A one-year membership costs $150. 

These three gyms simply lack 
two things the NECC gym has. First 
and most obviously, the convenience 
of being nearby is not there. Having 
to go somewhere else just adds time 
to our busy schedule. Also, it creates 
an environment to become friendly 
with classmates. 

So, as a way of taking advantage 
of our campus facilities, be sure to 
make your visits to the Fitness Center 
on a regular basis. 


Juicy jolts or risky sips? 


By LAURA BAUER & 
JOYCE SMITH 


McClatchy Newspapers (MCT) 


Up all night studying? Throw 
back an energy drink and get through 
that early-morning geometry class. 

Need a little pick-me-up in the 
middle of boring work or at the end of 
a long day? Drink one and you'll 
instantly have more fun. Throw back a 
couple, and it's fun times two. 

This is how some companies are 
selling energy drinks, those cans of 
sugary-sweet, high-caffeine drinks 
with names like Red Bull, Rockstar 
and even Whoop Ass. Costing more 
than $2 a pop, energy drinks are raking 
in $3.4 billion a year for an industry 
that grew by 80 percent last year. 

Lured by promises of high energy, 
possible weight loss and greater sports 
endurance, young people are consum- 
ing these drinks at a growing rate. 
According to an Associated Press 
report, 31 percent of U.S. teenagers 
say they drink them, and some say 
they down several in a row to get a 
buzz. 

While many say they're a harmless 
jolt of energy, doctors and nutritionists 
fear the medical side effects of these 
drinks, which aren't regulated by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 

Others worry that drink makers 
will resort to anything — including 
pumping up caffeine levels — to lure 
the young. 

Take one of the newest brands. It 
caused quite a shakeup recently, and 
not for its level of caffeine, believed to 
be among the highest. 

The drink: Cocaine. 

Because of the name alone, con- 
venience-store operator 7-Eleven Inc. 
is asking a handful of San Jose, Calif., 
franchise stores to stop carrying the 
high-caffeine drink. And the company 
is considering making it a nationwide 
request. 

“Our merchandising team 
believes the product's name promotes 
an image which we didn't want to be 
associated with,” said Margaret 
Chabris, a spokeswoman for 7-Eleven. 
“What is it, a legal alternative to an 
illegal substance’?” 

Cocaine — the drink — is not sold in 
the Kansas City, Mo., area but could 


be here by the end of the year. It comes 
in bright red and white cans, similar to 
Coca-Cola. 

But the Cocaine name is spelled 
out in a powdery white font intended 
to resemble lines of white cocaine 
powder. 

“(The name) is a slap in the face to 
the prevention we try to do,” said 
Janine Gracy of the Regional 
Prevention Center. “Yeah, it's not the 
drug itself, but what about those who 
say, I drink this, what's the difference, 
maybe I'll try that.” 

And what about the next drink to 
come along? How far will makers go 
to stand out in a market where more 
than 500 new energy drinks were 
launched worldwide this year? 

“At what point do you say caffeine 
is not a drug that can have adverse side 
effects in a healthy person?” said 
Christine McPherson, a district nurse 
with De Soto public schools. “You're 
talking 280 milligrams.” 

Controversy was strategic to set- 
ting the product apart from the horde 
of new drinks introduced this year, 
said Jamey Kirby, senior partner at 
Redux Beverages, with offices in Las 
Vegas and Murrieta, Calif., and 
founder of Cocaine. 

But even Kirby was “flabbergast- 
ed” by the clamor Cocaine created. 

“The politicians are saying we are 
glorifying drug use, that we're desensi- 
tizing the youth to the dangers of 
drugs; they're calling for stores to boy- 
cott it,” Kirby said. “Where did the 
coke in Coca-Cola come from? Why 
aren't they banning Coca-Cola? Our 
name is right there on the edge but I 
don't think it falls over the edge.” 

It's marketed as the “legal alterna- 
tive” and described by creators as tast- 
ing like a carbonated atomic fireball. 
Each can has 280 milligrams of caf- 
feine, twice the amount in a regular 
cup of coffee. 

Ana Alzarez of the Flamingo Mini 
Mart in Naples, Fla., has been carrying 
Cocaine for about a month. 

“Tt's selling very well here in 
Naples. We are selling more than Red 
Bull,” said Alzarez, who doesn't like 
the taste of energy drinks. “We're 
going to keep selling it. No one has 
complained yet.” 

But other retailers are choosing 
their public image over profit. 


“Tt was a no-brainer,” said Mike 
Thornbrugh, spokesman for QuikTrip. 
“We don't see how in the world you 
can be a responsible retailer and sell a 
commodity that glamorizes illegal 
drugs.” 

Most health-care professionals 
recommend a daily dose of no more 
than 250 to 300 milligrams of caffeine. ~ 
Beyond that, the side effects can set in: 
the jitteriness, possible dehydration, 
the jump in heart rate, increased blood 
pressure. 

Energy drinks, with caffeine lev- 
els from 75 milligrams and up, likely 
aren't harmful if used sparingly. But 
it's the repeated use, the two or three 
cans at a time, that can wear on a body. 

After the initial jolt, people crash. 

“And once they fall, they fall pret- 
ty hard,” said pediatrician Sarah 
Hampl, who works at Children's 
Mercy Hospital in the department of 
general pediatrics. “Their blood sugar 
drops, the caffeine wears off and they 
feel really bad.” 

Amy McClure, health teacher at 
Johnson County's Mill Valley High 
School, teaches a section on energy 
drinks. And when the energy drink 
SoBe went into school vending 
machines fast year, she got it removed. 

“T tell the kids, “You only get one 
heart, you don't want to overwork your 
heart any more than you have to,” 
McClure said. 

Cardiologist Brian Weiford, from 
the University of Kansas Hospital, 
said people react to high levels of caf- 
feine differently. And without know- 
ing what's in each of the drinks, there's 
a risk in consuming any. 

“I wouldn't want my kids having 
any of these,” Weiford said. 

For now, many young people 
know they want to keep consuming 
these drinks. 

Jessica Montes, 23, who was at 
Moody's Coffeehouse in Kansas City, 
drinks Rockstar for its “gummy bear” 
taste. 

And Jignesh Patel, a University of 
Missouri-Kansas City sophomore, 
prefers Red Bull — “it mixes with 
vodka perfectly.” 

But he's all for trying the Cocaine 
drink if it comes here. 

“All students will probably 
try it just for fun,” said Patel. 
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City’s first tattoo studio opens 


Board of Appeals 
votes 4-1 to allow 


tattoo studio to open 
in Haverhill 


By JONI QUINN 
Features Editor 


Alex Bieniecki, 24, made history 
this week when he opened the first 
tattoo studio ever in the city of 
Haverhill, located at 17 Locke Street. 

Alex Bieniecki’s Custom Tattoo 
& Body Piercing offers an array of 
tattoos and a huge selection of unique 
body jewelry, including high quality 
gold body jewelry. He specializes in 
freehand artistry and says he will do 
anything it takes to make his cus- 
tomer’s idea into a tattoo. 

“I’ve never had someone say 


———_-¢£--- 


It feels good to have broken 
down a barrier in a city that 
really didn’t want a tattoo 


studio. 


-Alex Bieniecki 


they didn’t like it once it was drawn 
on with marker,” said Bieniecki. “I 
can also take almost any picture and 
make it into a tattoo. 

“It feels good to have broken 
down a barrier in a city that really 
didn’t want a tattoo studio,” said 
Bieniecki. “I know it’s going to be 
hard but I wouldn’t have wanted it if 
it was easy.” 

Bieniecki,24, a tattoo artist for 
seven years, decided to try and open 
his own studio when he was driving 
around town with his 4-year-old 
daughter, Shayla, one afternoon. He 
immediately went to City Hall to find 
out if it was legal to open a tattoo stu- 
dio in Haverhill, and if so, what the 
regulations were. Bieniecki discov- 
ered that it was legal, but learned he 
had to appear in front of the Board of 
Appeals for approval. 

“I wanted to make sure I did 
everything right, so I hired Paul 
Magliochetti, a 
respected lawyer in 
town a lawyer 
that people said 
was crazy to take 
this on,” said 
Bieniecki. 

Before appear- 
ing in front of the 
board, Bieniecki 
had to find a store 
front he could rent 
and have a floor 
plan showing what 


Alex Bieniecki working on 
located at 17 Locke Street. 


the building looks like now and his 
plan for what he planned to change. 
Bieniecki originally planed to 
open shop at 100 River Street, but 
there was too much opposition for it 
to pass. Bieniecki and Magliochetti 
worked hard with the city to find a 
place, but they were faced with unre- 
turned phone calls and arguments 
about the location everywhere they 
turned. 
Eventually 


Bieniecki came 


ere alt 
Joni Quinn photo 


Bieniecki’s Custom Tattoo and Body Piercing offers an array of different tattoos 
and a huge selection of body jewelry, including high quality gold body jewelry. 


Student 


major ri 


Postle: ‘One day I 
just tried it out and 
ended up loving it’ 


By RipLey DOTEN 
Contributing Reporter 


Most of us are afraid to travel 
along the road on a flimsy piece of 
wood with four tray rollers attached 
to the bottom. What's wrong with 
our own two feet? Well, imagine 
almost doubling the size of that 
piece of wood, and looking specifi- 


| RE oe 


a tattoo for customer Kevin Zahn at his new studio 


across the property at 17 Locke 
Street and felt he had a strong chance 
of being able to open his studio there. 

“It was a little rundown, not a lot 
of traffic, and away from downtown, 
so I figured, why not here,” said 
Bieniecki. 

Bieniecki appeared in front of the 
Board of Appeals on Jan. 18, but the 
board voted 5-0 to continue the mat- 
ter to Feb. 15 due to opposition, 
including a member of the Haverhill 
City Council and a Haverhill resi- 
dent. On Feb. 15 the board again 
voted 5-0 to continue the matter until 
March 15 to allow further negotia- 
tion between Bieniecki and city offi- 
cials. However, there was no opposi- 
tion this time. 

On March I5 
Bieniecki realized 
his dream when the 
board, consisting of 
chairperson Maurice 
McGuire, and mem- 
bers William Smith, 
Robert Pistone Sr, 
Leonard Douglas 
and associate mem- 
ber Vincent Kissel, 
voted 4-1 to grant 
Bieniecki’s petition 
to open his tattoo 
and body piercing 
studio at 17 Locke Street with a three 
year limitation. Bieniecki said that is 
like a three year probationary period. 
“I can open my studio and do busi- 
ness for three years, and if everything 
goes well, I can renew it,” Bieniecki 
said 


wouldn’t 


easy. 


I know it’s going to 
be hard but I 


wanted it if it was 


“It was a long process that’s 
taken me about a year and a half, but 
I stuck with it. I have respect for 
everyone that was doing there job,” 
said Bieniecki. 

Bieniecki began renovations on 
the 100-year-old building. He 
replaced plumbing, lighting, walls, 
the ceiling, electrical outlets and 
painted, which cost him close to 
$20,000. Bieniecki received his 
license to operate from the Board of 
Health and opened for business. 

After great support from friends 
and family, Bieniecki is happy that 
his studio is up and-running and open. 
for business. 

“Thank you to my family, Bob 

Cunningham, 


Mie oS Vs a u | 
Magliochetti, 


Kevin Wadington, 
Symon Cotter and 
Cotter Plumbing, 
Andy, Smith and 
Woodsmith 
Solutions, Ed 
Ferenbach, a wise 
old man, and all 
my real friends - 
you know who 


have 


-Alex Bieniecki jou are,” said 
Bieniecki, full of 
gratitude. 


Studio hours are Monday to 
Thursday, 1! a.m. - 10 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday 11 a.m. - 11 p.m., and 
Sunday !1 a.m. - 9 p.m. For informa- 
tion or an appointment, call 978-372- 
2455. 


et Business hospitality 
es longboards as a hobby 


cally for hills to enjoy careening 
down 

It's a piece of cake for Kristen 
Postle, a first-year 
student at NECC, 
who's majoring in 
business hospitali- 
ty and rides long- 
boards for a 
hobby. Not one to 
shy away from the 
difficult or some- 
wat frightening, 
Kristen is a confi- 
dent and adventur- 
She 
longboarding is 


better. 


ous 
claims actually 
more comfortable than skateboard- 


girl 


—— to 


..-when you learn 
how to carve it 
makes the exper- 
ince that much 


- Kristen Postle 


ing. She says the ride is smoother 
and less for tricks than just cruising 
and enjoying yourself. 


“My friends 
who do it (got me 
into it), I would 


always watch them 
and one day I just 
tried it out, and 
ended up loving 
it,” said Kristen. 
Longboards are 
most commonly 
used for downhill 
racing, slalom, 
(racing in and out 
of cones), and transportation. Or, 
just for fun! Different types of 


boards are made differently and can 
be different lengths. There as many 
tricks and technical points in long- 
boarding as any other sport, but its 
up to the boarder to learn those 
themselves. 

“It's so much fun,” said Kristen 
“When you ride a longboard down 
hills it's a smooth and relaxing nde, 
and when you learn how to carve it 
makes the experience that much bet- 
ter.” 

Interested in longboarding? You 
can get boards or information at 
North of the Boarder or Eastern 
Boarder stores, or online. Or, if you 
see Kristen around campus, just ask 
her! 


Ripley Doten photo 
Longboarder Kristen Postle 
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NECC student fronts rock band 


Lead singer and 
guitarist of rock 
band attends NECC 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Nat Coghlan has a lot more on 
his plate than most students at 
NECC. 

A first-semester philosophy 
| major and resident of Derry, NH, 
Coghlan appears satisfied with his 
| status as a full-time student. 
| However, appearances can be 
| deceiving. 

Coghlan is the lead singer and 
guitarist for Transistor Transistor, a 
hard-hitting rock band that has seen 
an exceptional amount of success 
during the past five years. 

’ This time last year, Coghlan and 
his band-mates, Garrison Nein, 
bass, James Miller, drums, and Brad 
Wallace, guitar, had just completed 
a fall tour that took them across the 
country and back in a matter of 
months. 

Coghlan admits that although 
attending NECC “is more contusive 
to the band,” he often feels “a little 
restless” being at home rather than 


on the road. 

According to Coghlan, 
Transistor Transistor has been 
working on their upcoming release 
since last summer, but was forced to 
put the album on hold due to a 
demanding tour schedule. The band 
went back to work on their album 
this spring and, according to 
Coghlan, they are spending more 
time polishing this project than they 
did their first release. The album is 
tentatively titled “Cursed at Birth.” 

“This time we're just writing a 
surplus of songs,” Coghlan said. 

Coghlan stated that he has 
expressed a strong interest in music 
for some time now, stating that he 
has “always wanted to play guitar in 
a band.” 

Transistor Transistor proved to 
be just the opportunity Coghlan had 
been waiting for. He recalled play- 
ing with a multitude of bands 
throughout high school, many of 
which were short-lived or did not 
hold his interest. 

“I was in a position to do things 
with more like-minded people and | 
had more creative control,” said 
Coghlan of Transistor Transistor. 

The band released their first 
full-length, self-titled album in 
2002. Not too long after, they 
embarked upon a 78-day U.S. tour 


Press release photo 


| Nat Coghlan, lead singer and guitarist of local rock 


| band Transistor Transistor, is also a NECC student. 


followed by a 35-day European 
tour. 

“Our tours have gotten progres- 
sively better over time,” said 
Coghlan. “You have to kind of 
expect that you're going to play in 
crazy places.” 

Following their national and 
international tours, the band 
released a series of singles and split 
records, according to Coghlan. 

Although Transistor Transistor 
has gained quite a following over 
the years, Coghlan has managed to 
keep himself grounded, never for- 
getting the band's early struggles 
with replacing members and 
improving upon their sound. 

Coghlan stated that most bands 
become easily discouraged while on 
tour, and often give up too soon. He 
encouraged struggling artists to 
“stick through it” and no matter 
what “don't go home.” 

“The ratio of good to bad shows 
gets better,” said Coghlan. “You just 
know it's not going to be crappy for- 
ever.” 

After touring heavily through- 
out 2003 and 2004, the band began 
work on their second full-length 
album, “Erase All Name and 
Likeness,” which was released in 
2005. 

“You put out a record to give 
people a tangible piece of music so 
people can hear you,” said Coghlan, 

The success of their 
album put Transistor 
back on the road. They began anoth- 
er U.S. tour from March through 
April of 2005, and shortly thereafter 
set out on a 25-day European tour in 
support of the album. The European 
tour gave the band the opportunity 
to perform throughout the U.K., 
Netherlands, Germany, France, Italy 
and various other foreign countries 

“People request songs and sing 
along and for the most part they 
don't speak English,” Coghlan said 
of audiences during the European 
tour. 

Although Transistor Transistor 
has experienced a fair amount of 
international success, Coghlan has 


second 
Transistor 
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International rock sensation Transistor Transistor has 


local roots. 


remained modest about the band 

According to Coghlan, the suc- 
cess of any band is something that 
“kind of build upon itself.” 

He described a successful per- 
formance as being one where “you 
can show up someplace you've 
never heard of and people go 
crazy.” 

“When you're in a band you 


judge your success by show atten- 
dance and sound scans,” said 
Coghlan. “I think as long as you're 
willing to work really hard and 
you're a realist about things, it's 
attainable.” 

Transistor Transistor is signed 
to Level Plane Records. For further 
information, visit www.transistor- 
transistor.com, 


U.S. Poet Laureate visits N.H. 


| Poet Donald Hall 
| reads his original 
| poetry at N.H. church 


| By SHEILA KENYON 
Contributing Reporter 


On Oct. 15 I went to Pelham, 
N.H. to a poetry reading by the new 
U.S. Poet Laureate, Donald Hall. 

Against a backdrop of riotous 
autumn colors, the First 
Congregational Church sits in the 
center of town, its spire piercing the 
sky. | enter the First Congregational 
Church and take a seat, wondering 
what I’ve gotten myself into. This is 
the first poetry reading I have 
attended and I’m not sure what to 

| expect. 

The audience is a mixture of 
middle-aged and older classic New 
Hampshire-ites — lots of flannel 
shirts and denim, some suede and L. 
L. Bean — who sit quietly awaiting 
the arrival of Donald Hall, Poet 


Laureate of the United States. 
Before a small altar with two can- 
dles and a cross, surrounded with 
buckets of mums in brilliant colors, 
sits a table and chair. Organ pipes 
loom behind the altar, with stained 
glass windows in a mosaic pattern 
of golds and blues on each side. 

Hall enters the church and is 
assisted to the desk situated in the 
center of the aisle. I get a little ner- 
vous, again wondering if this will be 
a waste of time, but console myself 
with the reality that this poet is the 
Poet Laureate of the United States. 
Hall is 77 years old, from Wilmont, 
N.H., and looks a bit like Bilbo 
Baggins. Broad face, receding hair- 
line, arched, bushy eyebrows above 
a cherry nose, moustache and goatee 
surround lips he is constantly 
smacking. 

Hall is introduced to the audi- 
ence and sits quietly as his curricu- 
lum vitae is introduced. He was 
married to Jane Kenyon, also a poet, 
for 23 years. He has two children 
and five grandchildren. During the 
last 50 years he has published more 


than 15 books of poetry and has 
received two Guggenheim fellow- 
ships, the Los Angeles Times Book 
Prize and the Ruth Lilly Prize, 
among other honors. 

He is known to be outspoken, 
most publicly when he served as an 
advisory council member of the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
during the George H. W. Bush pres- 
idency. He attended Exeter 
Academy and Harvard College, and 
spent many years at the University 
of Michigan before casting all aside, 
at the suggestion of his wife, to 
return to his great-grandparents’ 
farm in rural New Hampshire, there 
to live out their years writing poetry. 

Hall’s wife Kenyon, a famous 
poet in her own right, died in 1995 
of leukemia. He refers to her still 
with great love and sadness at her 
death. 

Hall has a self-deprecating sense 
of humor and is extremely entertain- 
ing in many of the introductions to 
the selections which he is reading. 
Much of his poetry has to do with 
nature and the New Hampshire farm 


and mountains which are his home. 

A question-and-answer period 
follows Hall’s reading. One man 
asks Hall what he feels his greatest 
impact as Poet 
Laureate will be. GOLD 
Hall says that 
Poet Laureates 
have a_ great 
potential to 
advance poetry, 
and Hall, a 
believer in the 
sounds of poetry, 
is intending to do 
radio and televi- 
sion. 

One person 
asks Hall how he 
spends his days. 
Hall says he 
enjoys his soli- 
tude, hates the 
telephone and 
spends his time 
on the farm with 
his two cats, 
Thelma and 
Louise. He writes 


letters and poems and walks the 
countryside. His favorite poet is 
Thomas Hardy. 


By DONALD HALL 


Pale gold of the walls, gold 

of the centers of daisies, yellow roses 
pressing from a clear bowl. All day 
we lay on the bed, my hand 

stroking the deep 

gold of your thighs and your back. 
We slept and woke 

entering the golden room together, 


lay down in it breathing 

quickly, then 

slowly again, 

caressing and dozing, your hand sleepily 
touching my hair now. 


We made in those days 

tiny identical rooms inside our bodies 
which the men who uncover graves 
will find in a thousand years, 

shining and whole. 
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Political comedy wins audiences 


Robin Williams runs 
for presidency in 
‘Man of the Year’ 


By SARA CODAIR 
Contributing Reporter 


“Man of the Year” is an inter- 
esting political comedy. It is very 
funny, with some awesome actors 
and a well-written script, but it has 
a disappointing end. 

Robin Williams plays a comedi- 
an named Tom Dobbs who decides 


Return of the 


1970s glam-rock 
band attempts to 
stage a comeback 


By MICHAEL J. PRAIANO 
Contributing Reporter 


Cake on the eyeliner and dust 
off your parents’ old gold lamé 
pants. Glam pioneers and rock 'n' 
roll legends New York Dolls are 
hitting the road this November. 

The band wil be making a stop 
in Boston at the Axis in support of 


to run for president. The movie 
covers his campaign, its lows and 
highs, and falling in love with a 
woman who knows of a computer 
glitch that may cost him the presi- 
dency. 

The movie manages to be very 
funny but still have a serious tone. 
Robin Williams is at his best play- 
ing a comedian. He is extremely 
funny as he has been in so many 
movies before. 

As in several of his previous 
movies, such as “The Birdcage,” 
he uses his great sense of humor to 


their blistering hot 2006 release, 
“One Day it Will Please Us to 
Remember Even This.” 

After releasing their 1973 self 
titled debut on Mercury records, 
the Dolls toured the U.K. and 
America in hopes of landing com- 
mercial success. 

After finding moderate success 
and being dubbed the American 
Rolling Stones by some, they 
released their second album, very 
appropriately titled, “Too Much 
Too Soon,” in 1974. After the 
muddy, raw sounding, yet classic 
album was released, the band that 
would lay the blueprint for genera- 


The war on 
culture 


Book review: Bill 
O'Reilly S latest 
appeals to both 
political sides 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Contributing Reporter 


The litigious, but yet succinct 
man of steel of the journalistic world 
Bill O’ Reilly, has outdone himself 
this time around. 

O’Reilly’s new book “Culture 
Warrior,” is a masterpiece in its own 
right. The book transcends normal 
literary boundaries and traverses the 
murky waters of sociopolitical, cul- 
tural phenomena dexterously and 
with relative ease. The book 
expounds on the most important 
fronts in the so- called “Culture 
War,” and the reasons for the 
impending collapse of a society that 
is based on Judeo Christian philoso- 
phy. 

The three time number one best- 
seller, and highly rated talk show 
host on cable TV, takes on his role as 
the top culture warrior with zeal and 
zest. He seems to relish this role, 
probably a little too much. His other 
literary works like” The O’ Reilly 
Factor For Kids,” are tame and harm- 
less compared to this monster. He 
uses his celebrity and political capital 
on the journalism podium to make a 
compelling argument in the defense 
of traditional principles, against 


those who want to augment a secular 
progressive agenda in this country. 

In the book he writes; “The cul- 
ture War differs in many ways from 
the usual liberal/conservative divide, 
but is no less heated, and the stakes 
are higher for those who love the val- 
ues on which our nation is founded.” 

O’ Reilly cites how divided the 
nation has become, and the notion 
that people looking out for each is all 
but gone, replaced by a selfish apho- 
rism “What About Me.” He gives 
examples of the ongoing war as rep- 
resentative in the movies “ The 
Passion of Christ,” and “Fahrenheit 
9/11.” Other examples include: The 
national debate over the abuse 
scourge especially child abuse, and 
the always-prevalent separation of 
church and state. 

The pugnacious orator and writer 
gives other numerous examples in his 
book, a classic one been the function 
of a certain beleaguered advocacy 
group the “American Civil Liberties 
Union.” Also a media hell bent to 
advance a secular progressive agen- 
da, and the pen ultimate; how the cul- 
ture war is playing out these days in 
the War on Terror. 

To say that the book is an inter- 
esting read would be an understate- 
ment. Both sides would derive an 
unlimited amount of pleasure from 
the book. 

It works both as an eye opener, 
and a spark to its readers depending 
upon political affiliation. However 
the unfortunate unintended conse- 
quences also weigh heavily on its 
thematic substance. 


portray serious issues in a light 
way. In “Man of the Year” it is 
political issues, such as both the 
Democratic and Republican Parties 
being the same, special interest 
groups controlling the government, 
and how its seems to be impossible 
to win the presidency without the 
parties and support from corpora- 
tions. 

Christopher Walken, who plays 
Dobbs’ manager Jack, also has a 
stunning performance. He, like 
Williams, has the talent to be both 
serious and funny at the same time. 


tions of bands to come would be led 
to their ultimate demise. 

After years of drug abuse, 
feuds, side projects and the eventu- 
al deaths of original members gui- 
tar hero Johnny Thunders and 
drummer Jerry Nolan, the dolled- 
up and ultra-thin boys from the 
slums of New York would prevail. 

Now skinnier and older than 
ever, the New York Dolls are back. 

In 2004, after a 30 year hiatus, 
the band came back for a string of 
reunion shows at the request of ex- 
Smiths singer, Morrissey. The line 
up included original members, 
singer David Johansen, rhythm gui- 


His role in “Man of the Year” is 
similar to his role in “Click,” in 
which he played the man behind the 
“way beyond” door in Bed, Bath 
and Beyond. 

The movie was well-written, 
managing a light criticism of the 
government. By using Dobbs’ cam- 
paign to point out problems with 
the parties and people with money 
controlling the country, the were 
able to do so without sparking any 
controversy, offending anyone, or 
getting tangled up in messy issues 
like Iraq or George Bush. 


tarist Sylvain Sylvain, and bassist 
Arthur “Killer” Kane. Shortly after 
the first initial gigs, Kane passed 
away and left the dolls pondering 
the thought of hanging it up, yet 
again. While only having a short 
stint in the music industry, they left 
a distinct impression. And truly, 
they couldn't make that mistake of 
calling it quits again. 

Johansen and Sylvain decided 
to keep it together and were joined 
by the likes of ex-Hanoi Rocks 
bassist Sammi Yaffa among others 
to record the new album and hit the 
road. 

The band will grace Boston 


Magic. Experience. 
PAID INTERNSHIP. 


Are you a college student who is looking for: 


¥ A paid internship opportunity that will 
stand out on a resume? 


W A chance to gain expenence with a 
world-renowned company and gain 


transferable skills? 


However, despite the good act- 
ing and healthy criticism, “Man of 
the Year” takes on a disappointing 
tone at the end. Just when I thought 
it was an awesome movie, things 
took a turn for the worst, leaving 
me with a sinking feeling in my 
stomach, wondering if change for 
the better of our government could 
ever happen. 

Even so, it is still a movie 
worth seeing for anyone who has an 
interest in the government, is a fan 
of Robin Williams and/or enjoys 
political comedy, 


New York Dolls 


Nov. 20 with their traveling party, 
which will be sure to include gems 
like “Personality Crisis,” “Looking 
for a Kiss,” and “Puss 'n Boots.” 
Unfortunately, some would be 
quick to say that this isn't a true 
New York Dolls reunion. 

However, if the new incarna- 
tion isn't relevant, you wouldn't be 
listening to your Guns n’ Roses 
records or even mid-70s Aerosmith. 
Two original members is better 
than none. So go on and show your- 
self some respect and treat yourself 
to a night of screeching guitars, 
catchy melodies, flamboyant strut- 
ting and glam-rock roots. 


ke 


college 


@ A custom-designed learning curriculum 
that could earn you college credit? 


WwW An opportunity to meet people from 
around the world, make lifelong 


frends, and have fun? 


As a part of the Disney College Program at the Walt Disney World® Resort near Orlando, FL, 
participants can expenence an intemship of a lifetime. Attend our upcoming presentation and 
discover why the Disney College Program ts an opportunity you just Cant muss! 


Northern Essex Community College 
Haverhill Campus + Technology Building - TC 103B 
Monday + November 13, 2006 - 12:00 pm 
Tuesday » November 14, 2006 - 5:00 pm 


Scheduling conflict? View our online E-Presentation 
disneycollegeprogram.com/epresentation 
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Melissa 
don't Trust 
her reptile 


I'm a premium dancer: www.joshshalek.com kid_shay@joshshalek.com 


A College Girl Named Joe 


Nov. 8, 2006 


Inserting incorrect 


I don't Ii 


HL I’M TRYING TO 
FIN? THE YOUNG MISS 
SECTION, BUT ALL THOSE 
SIZES ARE TOO SMALL. 


\S THERE A 
SECTION FOR LIKE, 
BIEEER YOUNG 
MISSES? 


fer 


“lm sorry, Mitzi. | like you, but | feel | have more 
in common with Dolly here ... my CPR dummy.” 


THE SAMURA OF PUZZLES By Michael Mepham 


by Aaron Warner 


50, YOU'RE BE eae € 
A PIRATE? 
¥. 
Oh o 2 b = nS 
oy a 
" " 


zi 


Wel kchonictts cm 


THESE |The QUESTION {S: 
THINGS BY Now, HAVENT | WHY CANT We Haye 
Hit es about all he Tees 


Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Lysol target 

5 Product name 

10 Insect stage 

14 Inter __ (among 
other things) 

15 Tropical porch 

16 Organic 
compound 

17 Small brook 

18 Madonna movie 

19 Polish partner? 

20 Shortest 
distances 

22 Hispanic 

24 Finish 

25 Components 

27 Disperse 

31 German river 

32 PAC beneficiary 

33 Pontificate 

35 More modern 

39 Israeli carrier 

41 Headliners 

43 Mark for 
removal 

44 Paddle craft 

46 Tasty goody 

48 Youth grp. 

49 Inkling 

51 Chest of 
drawers 

53 Archetypes 

57 Actress Sandra 

58 Greek goddess 
of wisdom 

59 Some artists 

64 Commotion 

65 Under oath 

67 White House 
office 

68 Fork part 

69 Eldritch 

70 Greek cheese 

71 Pulled off 
perfectly 

72 Oboes and 
clarinets 

73 Stew 


DOWN 
1 Attire 
2 Writer Wiesel 
3 Provoke 
4 Croquet stick 
5 Liquefiers 
6 Great review 
7 Liqueur 
flavoring 


A PARR 

Ae BILCTRONIC Pca , 
ReSUTe? feof 
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DeMeRACY “To | 
okey 8 
BILLION (CR We. 
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{T SHOULD ~“"\eVCoee 
Be WHETHER OR NOT 
THEY SUPPORT THE Ue 
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a 
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wWiTh yout fait 
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8 Columnist 
Hentoff 
9 Rang up 

10 Harassed 

11 Loosen, ina 
way 

12 Tapered end 

13 Choir section 

21 Enthralled with 

23 Prayer ender 

26 Eyed lewdly 

27 Little detail 

28 Soft drink 

29 Ladd or 
Greenspan 

30 Wickerwork 
material 

34 Veteran 
seafarer 

36 Insect snares 

37 If not 

38 Bring up 

40 Hung around 

42 Tightly packed 
fish 

45 Biblical garden 

47 Betwixt 12 and 
20 


Solutions 


SEeer 


[<[r[E|—[o| 


PQEEMEMS 


[<|=|<|2| 
fofo[=[<| 


50 Art rubber 56 Germ cell 

52 Detonate 60 Dry 

53 Rigatoni or 61 In perpetuity 
tortellini 62 Evaluate 

54 House 63 Venetian blind 
penthouse piece 

55 Biblical pronoun 66 Tiny 
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Rock, paper, scissors anyone? 


Some people get 
serious about the 
simplest game ever 


By JACK BROOM 
The Seattle Times (MCT) 


Of all the decisions Cary Greif 
has made in her 38 years, this should 
have been among the simplest. 

"] had prepared. I had gone 
online and looked over strategies. 
But when I got up there, with the 
pressure of the lights and the crowds 
and the camera, | forget everything.” 

At the critical moment, her right 
hand froze, fingers curled into fist. 
Like a rock. 

Facing her at Mission, a West 
Seattle nightspot, was another 
woman whose hand was open, her 
palm flat. The message was clear: the 
dreaded paper. 

Paper, as it has for centuries, 
wraps rock. It covers rock. It smoth- 
ers rock. It wads rock up in a harm- 
less little ball and tosses it into the 
trash. Just that fast, Greif was down 
one round, and she never recovered. 
Before she knew it, she washed out 
of her first rock paper scissors tour- 
nament. 

Yes, rock paper scissors. If you 
haven't seen the Web sites, the book, 
the YouTube videos or the TV cover- 
age of a $50,000 showdown in Las 
Vegas, take our word for it: this old 
kids’ game is back. 

"People are looking for sort of 
strange things to do just because 
they're entertaining," said Aaron 
Lewis, of the Baltic Room, a Seattle 
club which hosted a tournament in 
July and has another planned Oct. 13. 
"It's something anyone can do. You 
don't have to be athletic. It's like 
drawing straws, but more physical." 

While some players choose 
strategies beforehand - rock is 


regarded as an aggressive play, paper 
is passive and scissors are conniving 
- others decide at the last possible 
moment which sign to "throw." 

And since a match involves mul- 
tiple rounds, players need to decide 
whether to stick with the symbol they 
threw last time, or switch. Some 
carefully study their opponent's 
expression, looking for any "tells" 
that could hint what sign the player 
will choose next. 

Are these competitors reclaiming 
lost youth? Longing for simpler 
times? Or just looking for a way to 
connect on common ground? All of 
the above, says Lewis. 

Lewis got the idea for the event 
from a regular customer, Donte 
Parks, 28, who had played in the 
Mission tournament and confesses a 
fascination with the game's role in 
popular culture 

"It's huge. But it's huge in this 
strange, nobody-knows-about-it sort 
of way," said Parks, program manag- 
er for a digital-music company. Some 
of his friends are very into the game 
sometimes playing for money while 
others have barely noticed it 

Seattle needs this sort of thing to 
help loosen its collective collar, says 
Parks. "In Seattle, everyone wants to 
be cool and part of that is being very 
controlled in how you present your- 
self. But rock paper scissors is so 
silly that it's hard to look cool doing 
it, so people just relax and have a 
good time." 

Traditionally used to settle bets 
and make simple decisions, the game 
- sometimes called Rochambeau 
after a French count who aided 
George Washington in __ the 
Revolutionary War has been pop- 
ping up in some unusual venues. Last 
year, art auction house Christie's 
defeated rival Sotheby's for the right 
to sell paintings valued at more than 
$17 million. In their one-round 
match, Christie's chose scissors, 
defeating Sotheby's paper. 


Alternatives 
broke movie 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


You've 
probably 
already noticed 
the rapidly, 
excruciating, 
mounting 
prices of movie 


tickets _ these 
days. 
At $9.50 a 


person in some 
places, it's no wonder movies don't 
get the box office numbers they used 
to in ye olden days of granpappy. 

And it's no wonder stores like 
American Eagle have given out 
movie tickets just for trying on a pair 
of jeans, likewise, Uno's Restaurants 
for simply dining in and asking. 

With the crazy prices for snacks 
and sodas that are just mostly ice, as 
a college student, you probably often 
find yourself out of the loop on 
movie quote moments and simple 
Hollywood plots. 

Fear not. In the age of 
Blockbuster's "no late fees" the oh- 
so-Heavenly Netflix, and the freebies 


at your public library you need not be 
bored next Saturday night and itch- 
ing to see a movie. 

Here are some great films you 
may have never seen and should. Go 
on, microwave that popcorn, clank 
open a can of pop and turn off the 
lights and put your feet up...things 
are about to get better. 

The List: 


Citizen Kane 

The Great Dictator 

Ciao, Professore! (Italy) 
Seven Chances 

Snatch 

Modern Times 

I Heart Huckabees 
Motorcycle Diaries 

Uncle Buck 

In the Time of the Butterflies 
Happiness 

American Psycho 

Finding Neverland 

Benny & Joon 

Dr. Strangelove 

On the Waterfront 

Wet Hot American Summer 
Man of the Century 
Mondays in the Sun (Spain) 
Moonlight Mile 

Amelie (France) 


In June, a federal judge in Florida 
ordered opposing lawyers to play 
rock paper scissors to settle their 
bickering over where a witness's 
statement would take place. The 
judge's order trigged worldwide 
news coverage, but the match was 
never held; the attorneys were able to 
come to an agreement. 

Full Sail Brewing Co., of 
Oregon, puts rock, paper and scissors 
symbols on the underside of bottle 
caps on its Session lager, a quick way 
for beer-drinkers to decide who 
should buy the next round: paper 
beats rock, rock beats scissors and 
scissors beats paper. The brewery 
helps sponsor tournaments, including 
those at Mission and the Baltic 
Room. 

Although the game is centuries 
old and is believed of Asian origin, 
its place in the modern world has 
been heavily influenced by a pair of 
Canadian brothers who, on a 
November night at the family vaca- 
tion cabin in 1995, argued over who 
should go get more firewood. 

"It was so cold neither of us 
wanted to go out. So we decided to 
settle it with a marathon 15-round 
session of rock paper scissors," said 
Graham Walker, 39, who won the 
dispute over his younger brother 


Douglas. 

The session rekindled the 
Walkers' interest in the game, 
prompting them to create the 


Toronto-based World RPS Society 
Web site, www.worldrps.com. "We 
found there were people all over the 
world who have a place for this game 
in their hearts." 

So naturally, they had to organize 
a world championship, holding the 
first in 2002. 

In 2004, the Walkers published 
their manifesto, "The Official Rock 
Paper Scissors Strategy Guide," a 
194-page blend of fact, fiction, 
instruction and silliness. 

Consider this gem from Page 


or 


buffs 


Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind 

The Pianist 

Johnny Stecchino (Italy) 

Water (India) 

La Vita e Bella (Life is Beautiful) 

Roman Holiday 

Look at Me (France) 

Everything is Illuminated 

Rosencratz & Guildenstem Are 
Dead 

Dr. Zhivago 

American History X 

The Stepford Wives (1975) 

The Game 

Harold & Maude 

Equilibrium 

Laurel Canyon 

Groundhog Day 

The Royal Tenembaums 

Catch Me if You Can 

Ghost World 

East of Eden 

Death to Smoochy 

The Birds 

The Princess Bride 

Butterflies Are Free 

Frida 

Igby Goes Down 

Magic 

In Cold Blood 

Fahrenheit 451 


125, on how to handle ‘an unpre- 
dictable opponent, "There is only one 
rule for deciding which option to use 
.. and that rule is that there is no rule. 
Remember that and you will do fine." 

In November, the society will 
host the fifth annual world champi- 
onship in Toronto, and among the 
spots holding qualifying tournaments 
is a Vancouver, B.C., bar, The Royal. 

But what about the good ol’ 
USA? That's what Matti Leshem 
wondered. Leshem, a Los Angeles 
TV producer, worked on a show 
about the tournament but had other 
aspirations. "They call it a 'world' 
championship, but it's mostly 
Canadian," said Leshem, "I wanted 
to have an American league and an 
American governing body." 

The result: the USARPS League, 
which combined big-money sponsor 
Bud Light and scantily clad cheer- 
leaders to pack a Las Vegas casino in 
April for a 256-person tournament. 
After six hours of beer-soaked hand- 
pumping, 30-year-old bartender 


MCT photo 
Dave McGill, of Omaha, Neb., 
walked away with the $50,000 first 
prize. 

"I'm an expert at sizing up my 
opponents," McGill told the Omaha 
World-Herald: "I'm a savant." 

In contrast, Katie Randall, 27, the 
fourth-grade teacher who won the 
64-person Mission tournament, got 
just a couple hundred bucks worth of 
T-shirts, gift certificates and other 
merchandise, but still felt the elec- 
tricity of being a champion. 

"There was a lot of luck 
involved," said Randall. "I took a 
simple strategy and put my own kind 
of half-twist on it." 

Randall, who entered the event at 
the last minute and can't remember 
competing in any kind of tournament 
before, isn't going to start taking the 
game more seriously. But she does 
plan to compete when Mission 
repeats the event in February. 

"I have to be there. I've got to 
defend my title." 


Relax, be creative, 
and be a kid again 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


Are you feeling blue? Are you 
stressed out by all those long, drawn 
out novels or text passages your pro- 
fessors are making you read? 

Well, cheer up, give your brain a 
break and simplify your life! If you 
find yourself slightly bored or 
increasingly bored all the time and 
just don't feel like thinking much - 
turn into a kid again and find yourself 
easily amused with a coloring book! 

Yes, a coloring book. You'd be 
amazed at how pleased you'll be 
while staying in the lines. What's 
more, you'll find that you're quite 
relaxed and busy at the same time. 

Whether by yourself or with a 
friend, coloring can be very stimulat- 
ing and stress reducing. 

So if you find that you and your 
significant other are just tired of T.V. 
and going out, stay in and have a col- 
oring contest. 

I guarantee you won't complain. 
Unless, of course he hogs the green 
crayon. 

Want more childlike stimulation, 
or perhaps just another romantic 
thing to do with your special friend? 

Read a children's book. Come on, 
I know you have them lying around 


your house somewhere. All jokes 
aside, reading is fundamental for 
sure, but reading Green Eggs and 
Ham, Where the Sidewalk Ends, or 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 
is FUNdamental! 

Children's books are a great way 
to kick back and relax without 
overexerting your body or your 
brain. 

Just remember when mommy or 
daddy used to read to you, wasn't that 
fun? Why not give yourself a break 
and regress to a time when someone 
had the time to read you a bed time 
story. 

Again, if you and the lady friend 
find yourself in a rut of "let's do this" 
and "let's do that" and can't decide, 
make it easy with a fun book. You 
can even make different voices for 
different characters. ; 

I know what you're thinking, 
"Gee, reading never sounded so 
romantic!" Well, stop being sarcastic, 
let down your guard and let yourself 
go. 

If this sounds like something 
you'd rather do yourself: go for it, an 
easy read before bed never hurt any- 
one. 

And for the more adventurous 
types: read to your dog. Don't worry, 
you're not crazy - he really gets it. 
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Blogging swims in the mainstream 


Sharing your life 
with strangers: Now 
the cool thing to do 


By STEVE JOHNSON 
Chicago Tribune (MCT) 


On the one hand, blogs are 
sweeping the nation, growing expo- 
nentially, wielding an influence and 
power rarely held by such a blurt of 
a word. At this rate, it's not unrea- 
sonable to assume that soon we'll 
have a blog in the White House. 

On the other hand, only 8 per- 
cent of U.S. Internet users have one, 
and a whole bunch more aren't 
entirely sure what the term means. 
You may be the member of your 
social set who is opinionated, tech- 
savvy or trend-victim enough to 
maintain a blog, but there's pretty 
much no way your folks have one, 
unless you set it up for them. 

Yet it's almost to the point where 
it isn't absurd to call blogs “main- 
stream.” 

Even now, the term is starting to 
appear in newspapers without the 
once-standard explainer that it 
derives from “Web log,” as “sitcom” 
long ago shed its “situation comedy” 
antecedent. That's mainstream. 

The giant social networking site 
MySpace has introduced the concept 
of blogging to tens of millions, some 
of whom understand that it is differ- 
ent from accumulating “friends.” 
Anything that happens on MySpace 


these days is mainstream. 

Six Apart, the San Francisco 
company behind the popular 
LiveJournal, Movable Type and 
TypePad blogging tools, is about to 
introduce a new online product that's 
aimed squarely at the mainstream: 
family-and-friends bloggers, people 
who want to share baby photos, 
funny videos or an anecdote or 
recipe, but with each other rather 
than the entire Internet. 

This ad-supported service, Vox 
(vox.com), is just debuting widely. 
In its beta version it has been a gem 
for my far-flung family, allowing us 
to post and comment on photos of 
the new nephew or show video of a 
grandson hitting a home run in T-ball 
(check out the grin as he rounds third 
base). 

With superb privacy controls, it 
works like a casual group meeting 
point, a sort of virtual kiosk, not as 
demanding as an e-mail, but always 
there when the mood to catch up 
with the family (or book group, or 
set of college chums) strikes. 

It, and the inevitable competi- 
tors, has the potential to spread low- 
key, higher-toned, adult blogging — 
as opposed to the more frantic, on- 
the-make variety exhibited on 
MySpace — well into society's nooks 
and crannies. 

“As seminal as instant messag- 
ing was and e-mail was, we believed 
very strongly that blogging was 
going to take its place as the third 
big communication tool,” says 
Andrew Anker, Vox product manag- 


er for Six Apart, a company founded 
by early blogging star Mena Trott. 
“MySpace proves we were right.” 
The blogging impulse, “to con- 
nect with people you care about and 
share the information you care 
about,” is almost universal, Anker 
says. And there's still plenty of room 
for newcomers to get on board, con- 
sidering that the Pew Internet & 
American Life Project found this 


SS A Se 


If it’s not main- 

stream, blogging is 

pretty darn close. 
-David Sifry 


past summer that 12 million 
American adults (8 percent of 
Internet users) keep blogs and 57 
million (39 percent) read them. 

“It's an interesting time in this 
industry, where a lot of people are 
doing it and everybody's numbers 
keep going up,” Anker says. 

And it's veering into the every- 
day. 

“Tf it's not mainstream, blogging 
is pretty darn close,’ says David 
Sifry, founder of Technorati (techno- 
rati.com), a burgeoning site built on 
the idea of tracking and sorting 
through blogs. “We're seeing about 
175,000 new Weblogs created every 


single day, about two every second 
of every day.” 

Lest you think blogging may 
have cooled off after political and 
press-watchdog blogs brought the 
term into popular discussion, the rate 
of blog creation tracked by 
Technorati has doubled in half a 
year. Seven months ago, Sifry says, 
there was “only” — the term is ironic 
— one blog being created every sec- 
ond. 

To be sure, not all of the 57 mil- 
lion blogs Technorati watches (one- 
third of them English-language) are 
active. But about 55 percent are, 
with active defined as one new post 
in the last three months. And about 
one in eight of the bloggers post at 
least weekly. 

The term for the aggregate of 
this, you've probably seen, is “blo- 
gosphere,” but, really, there's noth- 
ing spherical or single-minded about 
it. It's more like a million long arms 
all connected at the body of the 
Internet. “Blogosquid” might be bet- 
ter. 

It's probably worth pausing here 
to define a blog, because while you 
may know it when you see it, its dis- 
tinguishing characteristics are elu- 
sive. It's not really all that different 
from the old Internet idea of a “per- 
sonal home page,” or the even older 
idea of a journal that's in some way 
intended for public consumption. 

Blogs, simply, are Web sites reg- 
ularly updated with new material, 
most often, but not always, text 
entries. They are usually organized 


by date, with the newest stuff on top, 
and the formatting, thanks to the var- 
ious blogging tools that have simpli- 
fied this form of self-publishing, is 
pretty much standard. Those tools, in 
addition to the Six Apart family, 
include WordPress and Google's 
Blogger. 

Because of the early publicity, a 
misconception has arisen that blog- 
ging is as dominated by political _ 
chatter as a state-capitol watering 
hole. 

Not true. Personal bloggers 
abound, Heather Armstrong, who 
supports her family by writing inti- 
mately and vividly about them at 
Dooce.com, being perhaps the best- 
known example. 

The Pew Internet project 
(www.pewinternet.org) found that 
"the American blogosphere is domi- 
nated by those who use their blogs as 
personal journals." The primary 
topic was "my life and experiences" 
for 37 percent of poll respondents; 
politics took a distant second place, 
at 11 percent. 

“Some of this is, yeah, people 
who are writing about the election 
coming up or items of national 
importance,” Sifry says. “Some of 
them are people posting pictures of 
their kittens. There's also a really 
interesting group in the middle writ- 
ing about their neighborhood or their 
school district. We call this group the 
Magic Middle.” 

And it's that middle, blog-watch- 
ers think, who can make blogging 
commonplace. 


ARIES (March 21- 
ae April 20) Younger friends 
or relatives may be unusu- 
Aries ally introspective over the 
next few days. Complex romantic 
issues, disagreements between 
friends or social disappointment will 
be a source of concern. Provide cre- 
ative distractions: in the coming 
weeks, outdoor activities and revised 
health regimes prove invaluable. 
After Wednesday, watch also for a 
quick reversal of property contracts 
or long-term leasing agreements. 
Financial negotiations may be diffi- 
cult: remain determined. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Before mid- 
week, watch for authority 
figures to delay important 
projects or offer subtle indications of 
impending promotions. Private com- 
petitions or hidden jealousy may also 
be an underlying influence: expect 
colleagues to be moody or mildly 
critical of improved methods and 
new assignments. Wednesday 
through Saturday, social invitations 
may change without warning. Study 
reactions carefully: close friends and 
lovers will soon reveal their deepest 
feelings or opinions. 


Ll 


GEM 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Social planning 
may be complicated and 
unreliable this week. 
Before Thursday, expect friends and 
close colleagues to cancel group 
events or ask for extra private time. 
No serious or lasting affects can be 
expected, so not to worry. Do, how- 
ever, encourage optimism and 
revised schedules: your compassion 
will be appreciated. Wednesday 


through Saturday, watch also for 
powerful dream experiences and sud- 
den flashes of wisdom. Family 
alliances are now changing: stay 
focused. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Business habits 
and trusted procedures are 
now subject to quick 
reversals. Early this week, key offi- 
cials may announce controversial 
promotions or unique assignments: 
expect both to be temporary. Avoid 
political triangles, if possible: after 
Wednesday, older co-workers or 
managers will take responsibility for 
outstanding projects. Thursday 
through Saturday also accent com- 
plex romantic proposals and minor 
social ultimatums. Don't hesitate: 
your response may be critical. 


(© 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Miscommunications 
© betwee 
cause unexpected delays. 
Before mid-week, social 
proposals and family events will 
require special attention. Don't shy 
away from difficult emotions this 
week: friends and relatives may 
express passionate views but will 
also offer sincere and deeply felt 
compliments. Remain dedicated to 
group harmony. After Friday, a past 
financial opportunity may reappear 
and demand completion. Respond 
quickly and expect lasting rewards. 


mn 


Vurgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 
Sept. 22) Family discus- 
sions will work to your 
advantage over the next 6 
days. Someone close is now willing 
to expand their circle of friends or 


23- 


accept complex proposals. Carefully 
explain all motives and conse- 
quences: at present, loved ones need 
to feel welcomed by the group or 
included in important decisions. 
Provide meaningful encouragement. 
After Wednesday, business or work 
partners may demand lengthy or 
written explanations. Take your time: 
accuracy will prove vital. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 


( ) 23) Extra training or 
a improved workplace 
Libra skills may this week 


become a top priority. 
Over the next eight days, many 
Librans will experience employment 
reversals or fast job re-assignments. 
Offer diplomacy: although key offi- 
cials may appear disorganized, seri- 
ous and lasting changes are in opera- 
tion. After Thursday, pay special 
attention the social needs or observa- 
tions of a friend. Fear of abandon- 

n rain | , 


uships: provide bold statements of 


loyalty. 
IT, SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Revised work- 
Scorpto place instructions and 
recent business or finan- 
cial mistakes will, this week, disrupt 
important schedules. After Tuesday, 
expect authority figures to be critical 
of new ideas or briefly unresponsive. 
All is well, however: remain deter- 
mined and wait for reliable proce- 
dures to return. Wednesday through 
Saturday, a colleague or close friend 
may offer an unique glimpse into 
their private hopes or past regrets. 
Late this weekend rest and gain per- 
spective: energy may be low. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Subtle 

x flirtations and rekindled 
Sagittarius sensuality may be highly 
distracting over the next 

few days. Potential lovers will now 
offer unique overtures, fast com- 
ments or witty observations. Trust 
your initial instincts and respond 
only to serious or consistent invita- 
tions: before mid-November, new 
relationships may prove unpre- 
dictable. After mid-week new con- 
tracts and important business meet- 
ings may be briefly delayed. Stay 
alert: your effort and flexibility will 


be closely evaluated. 
© CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Discussions 
Capricorn between close friends 
may this week reveal 
unexpected information. Past roman- 
tic resentments or complicated rela- 
tionship now require special 
attention. Confidently express your 
needs or goals. Loved ones will soon 
develop a deeper appreciation of 
your perspective: don't hesitate to 
clarify yesterday's disappointments. 
After Wednesday, a trusted colleague 
may challenge the methods or opin- 
ions of authority figures. Go slow: 
workplace politics are unreliable. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Feb. 19) Quiet reflection 
productive and mean- 
eful this week. Some 
Aquarians will now experience 
unique moments of social insight or 
wisdom. Family relations and ongo- 
ing differences of opinion may be 
particularly revealing. After 
Wednesday, older relatives may ask 


AY 


Aguartu 


for added consideration: remain 
diplomatic but study past habits for 
valuable clues. Later this week, key 
officials may request added dedica- 
tion or extra time. Pay attention to 
calculations: small errors will prove 
costly. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Yesterday's 
social and romantic 
choices may now trigger 
unique discussions. After Tuesday, a 
forgotten friend or past lover may ask 
for renewed affections or a second 
chance. Carefully examine all recent 
progress: repeated patterns, addictive 
behaviors or unresolved family dis- 
putes may continue to be problemat- 
ic. Stay balanced. Thursday through 
Saturday, avoid new debts or large 
purchases. Before mid-November, 
financial errors may continue to be 
an ongoing theme. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Cz y money vei 
tures are best avoided over the next 
13 weeks. Before mid-January, loved 
ones will expect predictable patterns 
and reliable financial planning. 
Home relations need extra time to 
develop. Remain diplomatic and 
watch for subtle improvements. After 
January, key officials will ask for 
more of your time and dedication 
than usual. Revised job titles and 
new projects are highlighted. Make 
sure financial rewards are also forth- 
coming. Over the next three months, 
loved ones or long-term friends may 
opt for relocation or revised home 
plans. Stay focused and expect com- 
plex relationship issues to be 
resolved by late April. Serious 
romantic proposals may arrive 
between May 11 and June 8: careful- 
ly consider all options. 
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Districts unkind to Knights 


Loss doesn t dismay 
volleyball team after 
good season 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


bee bhe..€ 
Northern 
Essex volley- 


have been icing on the cake.” 

NECC had the daunting task 
of beating the juggernaut, but 
came up short in its bid to head to 
the NJCAA National 
Tournament- needing just one 
more win to make it. Though 
they did not win, it was an 
impressive season for a team that 
returned just two players from a 
year ago. 

“This team has come a long 


championship and finishing the 
season strong. Northern Essex (7- 
8 to end the year) also had three 
players named to the NJCAA 
Region XXI All New England 
team- Amanda’ Jankowski of 
Methuen, and Haverhill's Heather 
Fritz and Lauren’ Mears. 
Jankowski was also nominated to 
be NJCAA Division III All- 
American. 

NECC hopes to build on this 


ball | team way since September and came _ season and with the success over 
received = 4 together ina very short amount of _ the last couple of years, it should 
tough — last’ time,” added MacAvoy. “They help in recruiting for next years 
weekend to played like they've been together team- which will be without the 
end its sea- for g couple of years.” leadership and talent of Fritz, 
son. Jankowski 

and = Merri 

6 6 Burr. 

The Knights Sth eve 
pease pe This team came together in a short leadership 
sets -16, -20, - : * i 
19 against a powerful. @mount of time. They played like ia 
and undefeated- they've been together for a couple s; a i 4 
Catawba Valley MacAvoy. 
Community College years. “We'll look 


(CVCC) as part of the 

District tournament in 

North Carolina. : 
“We had a very suc- 

cessful trip,” said head 

coach Sue MacAvoy. “We didn't 

get the win, but we reached many 

goals; winning Districts would 


-Volleyball coach Sue MacAvoy 


All in all, it was’a fine season 
for the Knights, taking home their 
second straight Region XXI 


to returning 
pi ay ers 
olleen 
Harrold, 
Lau fen 
Mears and Jennifer Bencivenga, 
to step into their shoes and help 
the team back to the spotlight.” 


Wahome again top 
finisher on rain- 
soaked course 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


On a less than perfect day, 
the Knights cross-country team 
had a strong showing at the 
NJCAA Northeast District 
Championship at the Community 


NECC 1, Mother Nature o 


Caputo. She went on to describe 
the conditions as being “slip 'n 
slide”. 

Wahome took second place 
overall for the Knights, the high- 
est finish for any NECC runner 
since the cross country teams 
inception in 1998. The previous 
high finisher was Larry Fowle 
who finished third. As has been 
the trend this season for 
Wahome, he was the top fresh- 
man runner and received first 
team All-District honors. 

Also running well for NECC 


Fela gach an ee 


(The weather condition) is like nothing 
I’ve seen before since coaching. 


-Cross Country coach Dawn Caputo 


College of Rhode Island (CCRI). 
At the 8k course, athletes had to 
run in muddy, slippery condi- 
tions that included a hard rain 
and over five miles of mud. 

Once again, it was Geoff 
Wahome who led the charge for 
the Knights, having a finishing 
time of 29:20. The time wasn't 
bad considering the condition 
they were running in. 


“It's nothing I have seen 
before since coaching cross 
country,” said ‘coach Dawn 


was Mike Cenower. Cenower 
continued to run through his 
injury and he managed to finish 
with a time of 35:53, good for 
41st on the day. 

Up next for the Knights will 
be the NJCAA Division III 
National Championship at Alfred 
State in New York. While the 
weather may improve, the course 
could prove to be trying for the 
Knights, with an altitude of over 
2000 feet and plenty of hills to 
climb. 


St. Louis parties like it’s 1982 


Journalism conference 
gets a 2006 World 
Series backdrop 


By Jay COOREY 
Sports Editor 


October 27th was a night of 
celebration, sleeplessness and 
traffic jams with people dancing 
on the top of their cars. I'm not 
talking about the mayhem on the 
streets of Boston two years ago, 
but St. Louis last weekend after 
wiping out the Detroit Tigers in 
five games to end the World 
Series. What was scheduled to 


The Cards parlayed an 83-win 
season with a terrible finish into 
motivation for the post-season as 
it streaked through the playoffs 
to play spoiler in the Division 
series, Championship Series, and 
the Fall Classic. This lucky 
sports writer was lucky to be on 
hand and enjoy the ride, standing 
with faithful fans on the roof of a 
parking garage in cold, windy 
temperatures as Placido Polanco 
struck out to end the final game, 
and prompt mayhem on the city 
streets. 

Granted, the frustrations of 
not winning a title in 24 years 
can't hold a candle- or even a 
flamethrower- to the feelings of 
going without one in 86 years, 


obviously no compar- 
as Boston had 
flipped 
store signs destroyed 
and people climbing 
on the beams of the 
94 year old Fenway 
Park. St. Louis was 
still crazy and 
charged with excite- 


ison, 


cars over, 


ment that anyone who 
missed the Hubs cele- 
bration could appre- 


about. 

I may have 
picked Detroit to win the whole 
thing, but as soon as I landed in 
St. Louis and saw from the get- 
go the passion in the city for 


Thousands of fans come from everywhere in the city to crowd around Busch 
Stadium in anticipation of the evntual series win. 


be the annual trip to the college 
media convention turned into a 
chaotic trip in the wake of the 
Cardinals first championship 
since 1982. 


which was reflected in the bed- 
lam of Boston the night that 
Edgar Renteria hit a come-backer 
to Keith Foulke for the win in 
2004, two years ago to the day 
the Cards won theirs. There was 


their beloved Cards, I started to 
root for St. Louis. Being in the 
of the team that won it 
brought me back to 2004, I was- 
n't celebrating the Cardinals win, 
I was getting a chance to finally 


city 


ballpark with a World Series victory. 


release all the pent up excitement 
and celebration I didn't do when I 
was stuck in New Hampshire in 
2004, and missing out on the 
craziness and anarchy in Boston, 
as well as being left without 
transport to the victory parade. 

The most amazing part was 
that the Cardinals fans were so 
carefree and excited, that they 
hardly took notice of the Red Sox 
cap planted firmly on my head as 
they even high-fived me and 
awkwardly hugged me - in 
Boston you could get killed for 
trying that. Once I exclaimed | 
was rooting for St. Louis, it 
wouldn't have mattered if I wore 
a Yankee cap- now that's accep- 
tance and class- hard to believe it 
was named the most dangerous 
city in America, which in hind- 
sight makes me wish I had 
stashed my Sox cap in my lug- 
gage. 

In comparison to what | 
watched on television from 
Boston two magical years ago, 


Dustin Luca photo 
ciate and reminisce St. Louis is the first team since 1923 (Yankees) to christen a new 


St. Louis had a “small get- 
together” on the streets holding 
pre-printed newspaper issues 
featuring St. Louis’ win, shouting 
and leaning on car horns so the 
whole city wouldn't go to sleep. 
The best part of the evening 
would have to have been the fire- 
works display shot out of the 
massive hole that was the old 
Busch Stadium. The Cardinals 
lost to the Red Sox on that field, 
and apparently found the need to 
destroy it and build a new park 
right in the footprint of the old 
one- that's the kind of reaction 
Boston has on teams. 

It was an amazing trip that 
any sports fan would have loved 
to be a part of. Most important- 
ly, it was a chance to redeem the 
loss of the 2004 celebration and 
fill an empty space; I can say 
something not many will ever be 
able to say, “I was there to wit- 
ness a World Series game for 
free, and celebrate it in the 
streets.” 
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B.C. eyes 


Eagles have tough 
schedule, but could 
surprise 


By CARLOS OLIVERA 
Contributing Reporter 


In only its second season in 
the high-powered ACC, Boston 
College has a clear path to its 
first conference title and a 
major payday. At 7-1, B.C. is 
tied atop the Atlantic division 
with Wake Forest. B.C. has 
beaten up on nationally ranked 
powerhouses Clemson and 
Virginia Tech, and has also 
beaten a struggling but well- 
respected Florida State team. 

If the Eagles can run the 


table and win out, they will 
reserve a spot in the ACC cham- 
pionship and have their eyes on 
the conference title. The 
remaining schedule, however, is 
not a stroll through Harvard 
Yard, with their remaining four 
opponents. They must travel to 
Winston-Salem and face nation- 
ally ranked Wake Forest, with 
whom they are tied atop the 
division. B.C. must expect a 
raucous and hostile crowd 
because although this game 
doesn't determine its season, it 
does play a major role in how 
the conference plays out. 

The next week they come 
back home to face a struggling 
and winless Duke team. Duke is 
0-8 this season and lost to a 
Miami squad who were short 12 
players. Duke has lost by 10 or 


more points in six of its eight 
games, and is giving up over 30 
points per game. It's safe to say 
the Eagles should survive this 
test. 

Their next game is against a 
6-2 Maryland team, which is 
flying under the radar. Maryland 
is a strong team but not as 
strong as its record shows. B.C., 
behind QB Matt Ryan, is just 
too strong for the Terrapins and 
again should pull out a victory. 

The final game will be the 
toughest test for the Eagles in 
the regular season, as they have 
to travel to a struggling Miami 
team that would love to play the 
role of spoiler. Miami has 
underachieved miserably this 
season but would love nothing 
more than to crush the hopes 
and dreams of a conference title 


Cards shock Tigers 


St. Louis dominates 
Tigers, win first title 
since 1982 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Contributing Reporter 


In a Series that included extra- 
ordinary events and unlikely out- 
comes, the St Louis Cardinals are 
the 2006 World Series Champions. 
The Series showcased a pine tar 
controversy, and an unlikely win- 
ner and M.V.P. The Cardinals, the 
team that only eclipsed 83 wins 
took their first title since 1982. 

The Tigers were favored in the 
Series with their powerful pitching 
arms in rookie sensation Justin 
Verlander, Jeremy Bonderman, and 
the forever-young Kenny Rogers; 
but it wasn't to be. 

Both managers, Jim Leyland 
for Detroit, and Tony Larussa for 
the Cardinals, had been longtime 
baseball friends. Each had been 
pulling for one another throughout 
the playoffs until they came face- 
to-face last week. Larussa's team 
had showed adversity all year, 
overcoming injuries and limping 
into the postseason by barely beat- 
ing out the Houston Astros (The 
Cardinals almost lost a nine game 
division lead with under two 
weeks to play) to take the N.L. 
Central crown. Their No. 2 starter 
coming into the season, Mark 
Mulder, was shut down due to 


shoulder problems, and the Cards 
also lost Jason Isringhausen, the 
franchise's all time leader in saves. 

The outcome simply says that 
it’s not always the best team that 
wins, but the hottest team. 

“People say this team (the 
Cardinals) isn't that good, but they 
have the best center fielder in the 
game in Jim Edmonds, the Cy 
Young in Chris Carpenter, the best 
young player in baseball in Pujols, 
and the man with the biggest heart 
in David Eckstein,” Leyland said 
during the Series. 

The man Eckstein was named 
World Series M.V.P. for his hero- 
ics in the last two games (six for 
nine with three doubles and four 
runs batted in). He was burdened 
with shoulder problems during the 
postseason but he showed his 
toughness. At just 5 feet 7 inches, 
he carried St. Louis with great 
defense as well as setting the table 
for the big hitters. There isn't 
enough you can say about the guy 
who simply lets his game speak 
instead of running his mouth like 
many players. 

After the Game 5 victory, 
Larussa told reporters, “there are 
no bad victories,” when questions 
surfaced about the Tiger's poor 
fielding in the series. A pitcher 
committed an error in every game 
leading into Game 4 for Detroit. 
Larussa knew his team _ had 
perservered and showed that they 
can be the best team — and now, for 
a year, they are. 


As for the Tigers and Jim 
Leyland, they just ran into a hotter 
team than they were. St Louis sim- 
ply out-pitched them in the five 
games, including Jeff Weaver's 
delivering eight-inning gem in the 
finale. 

This is why the MLB playoffs 
are worth watching. Uncertainty? 
Nobody would have picked these 
two teams to play — at least, no one 
would have picked Detroit last 
spring, or St. Louis in the final 
week of the season. Everyone pre- 
dicted another Subway Series 
between the Yankees and Mets. 
This wasn't the case, though. 
Every team in the playoffs did 
something good and deserved to be 
there — even the 83-win Cards. 


Did you know? 
-The Cardinals are 


the sixth different 
team to win the 


-Longest stretch 
without a repeat 
champion since 
1979-1992 


for the Eagles. Miami has a dan- 
gerous offense and one of the 
stingiest defenses, giving up 
less than 15 points per game. In 
order for the Eagles to come out 
victorious, they must spread out 
the Hurricane defense in order 
to stop the up-field rush by the 
backers, and give Ryan time to 
throw the ball. 

If B.C. wins out, which it 
could do, it will move on to the 
ACC championship and most 
likely take on Calvin Johnson 
and the high-powered offense of 
Georgia Tech, barring a tremen- 
dous meltdown by the Yellow 
Jackets. This would be the 


toughest test for the Eagles, as 
they would have the daunting 
task of containing running QB 
Reggie Ball, and shutting down 
arguably the best wide receiver 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


QUESTIONS: 


ves first conference title 


in the country in Calvin 
Johnson. Johnson has been shut 
down a few times this year, and 
if things were to play out as 
stated, the Eagles have the 
defense to hurry Ball and force 
him to move out of the pocket 
and not have the time to find 
Johnson. 

The Eagles have a tough 
road ahead of them, but are 
capable of completing the task. 
If they were to win their first 
conference title they would then 
move on to play in the Fed ex 
Orange Bowl. The Orange Bowl 
is a BCS title game and has a 
$15 million payday for whoever 
reaches the game. B.C. has a 
great shot but must take it one 
step at a time and not look 
ahead of any opponents from 
Wake Forest to even Duke. 


1.) Similar to Joe DiMaggio in major league base- 
ball, NFL great Johnny Unitas threw at least one 
touchdown pass in 47 consecutive games - an 
NFL record. Name the years in which the streak 


occurred. 


2.) Where did Johnny Unitas attend college? 


3.) Johnny Unitas, who played for the Baltimore 
Colts, was the star in what many observers have 
called the greatest NFL game ever. In what year 


was this game played? 


4.) How many MVP awards did Johnny Unitas 


win? 


5.) Johnny Unitas played in two Super Bowls. 


Name them. 


(‘spuosas jeuy ay) ul }e06 pjay s,ueug,O wir 


uo shoqmog seyjeg ayy suieBe “¢1-9| ‘uim 0} pabeuew sjjoD ay) se wiy pacejdas euOy awy siyy pue 
yey ysuy ayy ul pauniul sem ynq awe ayy payeys seyun ‘A jmog Jadns u! ‘/-9} ‘UOM OYM ‘sjar JOA 
MAN 84} JSUIeBe yey PUOdaS au} UI ||eELOW HES padejdas ‘mogje yyHu pauniul ue YM UOSeaS gE, Buy 
JO SOW Passi OYM ‘seyUN “|j| MOG Jadng UJ) "A Mog Jadng pue ||| Mog Jedng UI paced sepUN ("Ss 


L961 “‘PO6L '6S6L = SdAW Sauuy UOM seyUN (py 


umopyano} Burm 24 


pasoos aydewly UeTY Se SWIBAO Ul AIOJDIA J |-EZ E 0} SOD By Pa] SEWUN "WNIPEIS aayue, je SjUeID 
OA MAN PUe SOD asOWNIeEg ay) Ueamjeq awe diysuoidweys 74N ayy BGG) sem seed ayy ("E 


(PS-LS6} Woy) aiasino7 jo ANSJeAIUN BLY OF USM seyUN (-Z 


‘(y 22q) 0961 UI pepus pue (g “92q) 9561 UI UeBaq yeaqs sewn AuUYor (“| 


*SHYSMSNY 


Yankees pick up Sheffield’s option 


Yanks intend to trade 
troubled slugger, 
block him from 
Boston 


By RONALD BLUM 
Associated Press 


Gary Sheffield's $13 million 
option was exercised Sunday 
by the New York Yankees, who 


plan to trade the outfielder 
rather than keep him. 

By exercising the option, 
the Yankees prevented 
Sheffield from becoming a free 
agent and blocked him from 
perhaps. signing with the 
Boston Red Sox. 

Sheffield, who turns 38 on 
Nov. 18, was All-Star during 
his first two seasons with the 
Yankees but missed most of 
this year after injuring a wrist 
April 29 against Toronto during 


a collision at first base with 
Shea Hillenbrand. The wrist 
didn't get better and Sheffield 
had surgery June 13. 

New York acquired Bobby 
Abreu from Philadelphia on 
July 30 to take over in right 
field, and Sheffield was shifted 
to first base when he returned 
Sept. 22. 

Sheffield did not want the 
Yankees to exercise the option, 
preferring to control his own 
destiny. His contract does not 


contain a no-trade clause. 

New York had until Sunday 
to decide on Sheffield's option. 
The Yankees have until Nov. 12 
to exercise pitcher Jaret 
Wright's $7 million option or 
pay a $4 million buyout and 
until Nov. 15 to exercise pitch- 
er Mike Mussina's $17 million 
option or pay a $1.5 million 
buyout. 

Mussina's agent, Arn 
Tellem, and the Yankees have 
been negotiating a new two- 


year contract in the $20 million 
to $25 million range. 

New York also intends to 
bid by Wednesday's deadline 
for Japanese pitcher Daisuke 
Matsuzaka. The winning bid — 
without the identity of the team 
that made it — will be submitted 
to the Seibu Lions of Japan's 
Pacific League, who have until 
Nov. 14 to accept. If the bid is 
accepted, the winning team has 
30 days to sign him to a con- 
tract. 
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Student Center does Halloween 


rt Ci ) 444 


tudents line up to create their own candy apples at the Halloween festival held in the Student Center. 


ea) 


How spooky... 


i 


A festive halloween display set up at the festival. Students line up at one of the other tables at the festival. 


All photos by Jessica DeMarco 


